
Amit Srivastava 
MUMBAI 

Zarin Khan, a resident of 
Nehru Nagar, visited Khan 
Bahadur Bhabha 
Hospital in Kurla 
after experiencing 
swelling in his 
hands due to an 
injury. After com-
pleting the registra-
tion and doctor con-
sultation, he was 
advised an X-ray. However, 
upon reaching the X-ray 
department, he was told that 
the machine had been non-
functional for the past four 
days. The staff directed him to 
Rajawadi Hospital in 
Ghatkopar instead. It was 
around 8pm, and he had to 
travel all the way to Ghatkopar 
just for a simple X-ray. 

In another case, Nasreen 
Bano, who was admitted to 
Bhabha Hospital, needed a 
specific injection. Her hus-
band was asked to procure it 
from outside, as the hospital 
had been out of stock for the 
past 15 days. 

These are not isolated inci-
dents. Many patients have 
reported similar challenges at 
the 90-year-old hospital 
located in the eastern suburbs 
of Mumbai. 

Despite being one of the 
oldest hospitals under the 
BMC, Khan Bahadur Bhabha 
Hospital is plagued with recur-
ring breakdowns of critical 
diagnostic equipment, over-
crowding, and poor mainten-
ance. 

Dilshad Ashraf Azmi, a 
former corporator and former 
member of the civic health 
committee, alleged that the 
hospital has been facing a 
severe medicine shortage for 
the past one and a half  
years. “Medicines are being 
procured through spot  
quotations worth Rs25 lakh 
each time, but there is no 
regular or permanent supply,” 
Azmi said. 

Several patients visiting the 
hospital have echoed similar 
concerns. Akil Khatik, a civic 
activist, stated that a hospital 
once known for providing 
quality treatment has now 
become a den of corruption. 
“Patients rarely receive all the 
medicines prescribed by doc-
tors,” he said. Khatik pointed 
out, “In the evening and at 
night, all counters remain shut 
on many occasions, forcing 
patients’ families to wait for 
hours or buy medicines from 
outside,” he alleged. 

The hospital caters to resi-
dents from several eastern 
suburbs including Kurla, 
Nehru Nagar, Chunabhatti, 
Chembur, Tilak Nagar, and 
parts of Ghatkopar, serving 
primarily low-income com-

munities, who frequently 
complain about long waits for 
consultations in certain 
departments. 

Azmi said the hospital is 
facing an acute shortage of 
staff across almost all depart-
ments, a concern that was also 
flagged during the visit of 
Congress MP Varsha Gaikwad 
to the hospital on May 24. He 
said these grievances have also 
been formally reported to sen-
ior civic health officials and 

the BMC Commissioner for 
urgent redressal and necess-
ary action. 

However, a senior official 
from Bhabha Hospital stated 
that staff strength has been 
increased recently, and there 
is no major shortage at pres-
ent. The official maintained 
that efforts are ongoing to 
streamline operations and 
address service delays. But 
visiting patients complained 
that the paediatric and ortho 

department doctors always 
arrive late at the hospital. An 
attempt to meet the hospital’s 
medical superintendent was 
unsuccessful. A message sent 
to her also went unanswered. 

Civic activist Khatik said the 
patients have to go outside 
pathology for basic blood 
tests. According to Azmi, the 
closure of the Aapli Chikitsa 
dispensary in the area has 
further burdened the hospital, 
forcing more patients to seek 
treatment there. “Sometimes, 
the waiting period for basic 
blood tests ranges from two to 
five days,” she claimed. A hos-
pital official confirmed that 
the X-ray machine is now in 
working condition and said 
that the Aapli Chikitsa dis-
pensary is expected to 
become operational from 
August 1. 

Currently, the hospital is 
undergoing renovation, and 
several areas are littered with 
construction debris. While the 
premises are cleaned thor-
oughly ahead of senior civic 
officials’ visits, on regular days 
stray dogs can often be seen 
roaming freely. During a 
recent visit by this reporter, 
dogs were found loitering 
inside the X-ray and CT scan 
departments. 

The hospital’s lift too 
remained non-functional for 
nearly a month, causing 
immense difficulties for 
patients, particularly the 
elderly and those with mobil-
ity issues. The issue was finally 
resolved after local activists, 
including RTI activist Anil 
Galgali, intervened.
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LOSS OF 
CONFIDENCE, 
SAYS HIGH 
COURT 

The judges pointed out 
glaring gaps and 
delays, particularly in 
the tracing and 
freezing of financial 
assets 

Large sums, including 
`45 crore, had been 
parked in accused’s 
bank accounts post-
FIR, but were allowed 
to be withdrawn before 
any freezing action was 
taken 

In one ICICI Bank 
account, `45.01 crore 
was credited and later 
withdrawn, after which 
the account was frozen 

Similarly, in two other 
bank accounts, `13.13 
crore and `3.16 crore 
were deposited and 
later withdrawn before 
freezing of the 
accounts
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Total comprehensive income for the period
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Paid-up equity share capital 

[Face value  ` 1 per share]

Reserves excluding revaluation reserves

Securities premium reserve

Net Worth

Paid-up Debt Capital

Net Debt Equity Ratio
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Patients forced to buy meds, 
travel for tests as Kurla’s 
Bhabha Hosp fails to cope

KHAN BAHADUR BHABHA HOSPITAL | Stray dogs roaming 
freely, locked toilets, closed medicine counters, no X-ray 
machines are just some of the problems patients face here

AILING  
HOSPITALS

Part  
4

Hospital run by the BMC 

Beds 

336 
270 

Operational

1,700 to 2,000 patients 
daily in OPD 

96 doctors on roll, 
including 12 permanent 
and 84 contractual staff 

WHAT AILS? 
Patients often forced to 
buy medicines from 
outside, which is 
sometimes impossible as 
most of them are poor and 
underprivileged 

Four counters in the 
hospital to provide free 
medicines; only one 
remains open during OPD 
hours, resulting in long 
queues 

Many doctors arrive  
late, leaving behind long 
queues 

Patients asked to get all 
major blood tests from 
outside 

Dogs roaming freely inside 
the hospital 

Littered with 
construction debris due 
to renovation 

Toilets meant for OPD 
patients and relatives  
kept locked 

No public toilets  
available outside the 
hospital either

Court orders a new investigating team in the `45 crore cheating case 
against developers Imtiyaz Maredia, Pyarali Maredia and others; 139 
homebuyers were cheated in a proposed luxe project in Jogeshwari

HC slams EOW probe in Jogeshwari 
housing scam, orders fresh team

Shefali Parab-Pandit 
MUMBAI 

The BMC’s long-anticipated 
textile museum at India 
United Mills 2 & 3 in 
Kalachowki remains in limbo 
as it couldn’t get Expressions 
of Interest (EOIs) to develop 
and maintain the site for 20 
years. The initial EOI dead-
line of July 28 has now been 
extended to August 13 in the 
hope of attracting credible 
investors and finally setting 
the project in motion.   

A senior civic official said, 
“This project would require 
over Rs100 crore, but there 
was no budgetary provision 
for it this year. We were hop-
ing Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) partners 
would step in.” 

Despite completing phase 
1 of development, the BMC is 
struggling to find a partner to 
develop, operate, and main-
tain the 44,000 sq mt 
museum, which was planned 
following the National Textile 
Corporation’s transfer of land 
to the BMC under the 
Integrated Development 
Scheme.  

Tex museum: 
No EOIs result 
in new date

Illegal animal pax: 
Airlines must send 
back at own cost 

Resident doc 
assn warns of 
statewide stir
Amit Srivastava 
MUMBAI 

The Maharashtra Senior 
Resident Doctors 
Association (MSRDA) has 
warned of a statewide pro-
test over the “neglect” of sen-
ior resident doctors by the 
Directorate of Medical 
Education and Research 
(DMER) and the state gov-
ernment. 

In a strongly-worded 
letter, the association high-
lighted several “pressing con-
cerns, including delayed stip-
ends, salary disparities and 
the absence of a clear leave 
policy”. According to 
MSRDA, stipends have been 
pending since May at Grant 
Medical College and 
Ambernath and Chandrapur 
medical colleges. A delay of 
two to three months has 
become common across 
other institutions, the associ-
ation asserted. 

It pointed out that doctors 
working in the BMC-run 
hospitals are paid Rs30,000 
to Rs40,000 less than their 
counterparts in DMER insti-
tutions.  

Pranali Lotlikar 
MUMBAI 

The Directorate General of 
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has 
issued a new directive, holding 
the airlines solely responsible 
for the deportation of live ani-
mals brought into India by 
passengers without proper 
declaration or clearance. 

Under the new guidelines, 
upon detection of any unde-
clared live animal imports, the 
airline that transported the 
animal will be responsible for 
its immediate deportation to 
the country of origin. This 
includes bearing all associated 
costs, such as animal handling, 
in-transit welfare, documenta-
tion, and repatriation logistics. 

Recently, the FPJ had 
reported the strongly worded 
appeal of animal welfare activ-
ist Sunish Subramanian Kunju 
to the state revenue and forest 
department. Kunju, who is 
also the founder of Plant & 
Animals Welfare Society 
(PAWS), had highlighted the 
alarming rise in illegal traffick-
ing of exotic wildlife species 

into India through interna-
tional airports and land routes. 

Kunju pointed to a highly 
organised wildlife trafficking 
network and that Mumbai 
International Airport has 
emerged as a particularly criti-
cal entry point.  

As per the DGCA circular, 
the carriage of animals and 
birds by air was previously 
governed by Aeronautical 
Information Circular (AIC) 9 of 
1985. The new circular pro-
vides guidance to align with 
the latest instructions from 
Indian Customs, Animal 
Quarantine & Certification 
Services (AQCS), and other rel-
evant authorities. 

As per the new circular, the 
airlines are required to imple-
ment mechanisms to detect 
and deter unauthorised car-
riage. This includes adequately 
training staff, boarding gates, 
and in-flight operations on 
applicable customs, quaran-
tine, and live animal transport 
regulations. Additionally, pas-
senger advisories and signage 
regarding import restrictions 
must be displayed.

FPJ News Service  
MUMBAI  

The Bombay High Court has 
come down heavily on the 
Economic Offences Wing 
(EOW) of the Mumbai police 
for a lacklustre probe into the 
alleged Rs45 crore fraud by 
developers Imtiyaz Maredia, 
Pyarali Maredia and others, 
who are accused of duping 139 
homebuyers under the pretext 
of constructing luxury resi-
dential towers named 
Meridian Heights in 
Jogeshwari. The project has 
remained incomplete since 
2008. 

A division bench of Justices 
Ravindra Ghuge and Gautam 
Ankhad, while hearing a plea 
filed by the aggrieved home-
buyers, expressed deep dissat-
isfaction with the pace and 
quality of investigation, which 
has been under EOW’s 
Housing-II Unit. 

The court said that the peti-
tioners had “justifiably lost 
confidence” in the current 
investigating team and 
ordered that the entire team 
be replaced. The Joint 

Commissioner of Police 
(Crime), Lakhmi Gautam, has 
been directed to constitute a 
fresh investigation team.  

On July 7, the court had 
directed Deputy 
Commissioner of Police 
(EOW) Sangramsinh 
Nishandar to file a personal 
affidavit explaining the steps 
taken in the investigation. In 
his affidavit dated July 15, DCP 
Nishandar attempted to 
attribute the lack of progress 
to an order passed by a 
sessions court in April 2024, 
which granted the accused 
protection from arrest in their 
anticipatory bail application 
(ABA). 

“We find this ground to be a 
lame excuse,” the court 
remarked. “The applicants in 
ABA had merely sought pro-
tection against a probable 
action of arrest. No embargo 
was placed on the investiga-
tion.” 

The court noted that inves-
tigators had failed to attach 
any personal properties or 
vehicles of the accused, and 
documents repeatedly cited in 
the affidavit were not 

annexed. “It is as if the affiant 
does not desire that this court 
should see those documents,” 
the bench observed. 

Further, the court pulled up 
the officers for blaming the 
Income-Tax (I-T) department 
and the Sub-Registrar’s Office 
for lack of cooperation, when 
their own communication 
seeking information was 
vague and perfunctory. 

While the affidavit claimed 
that “every possible effort” had 
been made to trace the assets 
and roles of the accused, the 
bench remarked, “The least 
said the better, if any reaction 
is to be shown to the above 
statement.” It added, “An order 
dealing with apprehended 
arrest was conveniently 
treated as a blanket embargo 
on investigation.” 

An FIR in the case was reg-
istered at Amboli police sta-
tion in September 2023 under 
multiple sections of cheating 
and criminal breach of trust. 
The accused had collected 
funds for the proposed project 
which never took off, leading 
to allegations of diversion of 
money for personal gains.
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ADAY after searching 12 prem-
ises inMumbai, Vasai-Virar and
Nashik, the Enforcement
Directorate onWednesday sent
summons to formerVasai-Virar
Municipal Corporation (VVMC)
commissioner Anil Pawar, ask-
inghimto join the investigation
in connection with a money
launderingprobeintotheunau-
thorised construction of 41
buildings on 60 acres of civic
land reserved for sewage treat-
mentandasdumpinggrounds.

EDsourcesconfirmedthede-
velopmentandsaidthatsixother
relatives andassociates of Pawar
have also been summoned and

askedtojointheprobe.
Agencysourcesfurtherhinted

that the questioning of Pawar, a
promotee IAS officer,would re-
volvearoundtheclearancegiven
to various constructionprojects
during his tenure as the chief of
VasaiVirarMunicipalCorporation
andfinancialirregularitieslinked
to these projects. Pawarwas re-
centlytransferredtotheMumbai
MetropolitanSlumRehabilitation
AuthorityasCEO.OnMonday,he
handedoverhischargeasmunic-
ipalcommissioner.

ED on Tuesday searched 12
places linked to Pawar and
seizedincriminatingdocuments
andnearlyRs1.3crorecashfrom
hisrelative'splace inNashik.

On Tuesday, theDeendayal
RoadareainVasaiwitnessedhigh

dramawhentheagencyperson-
nel visited the bungalowwhere
Pawarandhisfamilylive.Sources
in the central agency said that
whenEDofficialsvisitedPawar's
residence, his familymembers
closed the door from inside and
didnotopenitfornearly45-min-
utes.Leftwithnootherchoice,ED
officials called in local police
whichthenropedinakeymaker,
who opened the door making
way for the ED team to raid the

premises.EDofficialssuspectthat
by indulging in such an act, the
familyboughttimeandthereisa
highpossibility that the suspect
bureaucrat may have deleted
someconversationswithhis as-
sociates.EDisprobingintoit.

TheEDsearchedPawar'sresi-
denceadayafterhewasaccorded
a farewell. This was the third
roundof searches by the agency
intheVVMCregioninconnection
withtheconstructionscam.
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Particulars
Quarter
ended on
30.06.2024

Financial
year

ended on
31.03.2025

Audited Audited AuditedAudited

Total revenue from operations

Net Profit / (Loss) for the period (before tax and exceptional

items)

Net Profit / (Loss) for the period before tax

(after exceptional items)

Net Profit / (Loss) for the period after tax

Total comprehensive income for the period

[Comprising Profit / (Loss) for the period (after tax) and Other

Comprehensive Income (after tax)]

Paid-up equity share capital

[Face value ` 1 per share]

Reserves excluding revaluation reserves

Securities premium reserve

Net Worth

Paid-up Debt Capital

Net Debt Equity Ratio

Earnings per equity share:

Basic earnings per share of ` 1 each (not annualised) - in

Rupees (after exceptional items)

Diluted earnings per share of ` 1 each (not annualised) - in

Rupees (after exceptional items)

Debenture Redemption Reserve

Debt Service Coverage Ratio

Interest Service Coverage Ratio

` Crore

` Crore

Particulars

Unaudited UnauditedUnaudited

Total revenue from operations

Net Profit / (Loss) for the period (before tax and

exceptional items)

Net Profit / (Loss) for the period before tax

(after exceptional items)

Net Profit / (Loss) for the period after tax

Total comprehensive income for the period

[Comprising Profit / (Loss) for the period (after tax) and Other

Comprehensive Income (after tax)]

Paid-up equity share capital [Face value 1 per share]

Reserves (excluding revaluation reserves)

and Non controlling interest

Net Worth

Net Debt Equity Ratio

Earnings per equity share:

`

Basic earnings per share of ` 1 each (not annualised) - in

Rupees (after exceptional items)

Diluted earnings per share of ` 1 each (not annualised) - in

Rupees (after exceptional items)

Debenture Redemption Reserve

Debt Service Coverage Ratio

Interest Service Coverage Ratio

Note:

Quarter
ended on
31.03.2025

Quarter
ended on
30.06.2025

31,014.36

4,776.84

Quarter
ended on
30.06.2025

Quarter
ended on
31.03.2025

Quarter
ended on
30.06.2024

Financial
year

ended on
31.03.2025

4,557.76

34,398.84 32,957.89 1,32,516.66

4,826.22 4,701.85 19,620.88

4,293.18 4,465.28 18,718.84

3,523.25 3,169.19 3,330.95 13,969.70

6,743.37 (21,813.74) 3,380.29 (10,003.46)

1,248.60 1,248.60 1,248.60 1,248.60

0.44

12,823.8915,156.2615,157.00

2.54 2.67 11.19

1,25,483.34

15,156.26

2.82

11.19

3.82

53,178.12

Audited

56,218.11 54,771.39 2,18,542.51

3,199.20 2,588.30 2,734.75 9,267.51

8,412.872,376.822,199.693,067.08

2,007.36 1,200.88 918.57

1,094.50

3,173.78

4,351.52 1,422.37 3,447.08

1,247.44 1,247.44 1,247.44 1,247.44

91,464.44 87,770.44 89,815.10 87,770.44

0.90
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1,328.75 1,328.75 1,328.75 1,328.75

Koushik Chatterjee
Executive Director &

Chief Financial Officer

T V Narendran
Chief Executive Officer &
Managing Director

Mumbai, July 30, 2025

0.98

3.69

0.74

3.44

1.64

3.19

0.70

3.12

31,290.24 31,290.24

2.82

1,328.75

1.34

6.91

2.54

3.47

8.87

2.67

3.13

8.71 9.94

0.91

1.67

0.91

1.04

0.88

0.77

90,105.34

Registered Office: Bombay House, 24, Homi Mody Street, Fort, Mumbai - 400 001 India

Tel.: 91 22 6665 8282 • Email: cosec@tatasteel.com • Website: www.tatasteel.com

CIN: L27100MH1907PLC000260

NOTICE

1,30,287.29 1,23,543.94

1,328.75 1,328.75 1,328.75

1,41,421.62

Sd/- Sd/-

Extract of Standalone Financial Results for the quarter ended on 30th June 2025

Extract of Consolidated Financial Results for the quarter ended on 30th June 2025

The above is an extract of the detailed format of Standalone andConsolidated financial results for the quarter

ended on 30th June 2025 filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 and Regulation 52 of the SEBI

(Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Standalone and

Consolidated results for the quarter ended on 30th June 2025 are available on the websites of the Stock

Exchanges (www.nseindia.com /www.bseindia.com) and theCompany'swebsite (www.tatasteel.com).

0.46

31,290.24 31,290.24

0.43 0.27

1,23,543.94

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT upon instructions of our client, the proposed
purchaser, we are investigating the ownership right, title and interest of (i) Sanjiv
Malhotra; and (ii) Arti Vakil to the property more particularly described in the
Schedule hereunderwritten ("Property").
All persons/entities having or claiming to have any share, right, title or interest in, to,
or upon the Property or any part thereof of any naturewhatsoever and/or any claim by
way of, under, or in the nature of any agreement, term sheet, memorandum of
understanding, license, sale, transfer, assignment, exchange, allotment, mortgage
(equitable or otherwise), lien, charge, outgoings, gift, lease, sub-lease, under-lease,
exchange, tenancy, sub-tenancy, inheritance, occupation, guarantee, share,
possession, easement, right, trust, covenant or condition, maintenance, bequest,
encumbrance, litigation, attachment, family arrangement/ settlement, deed,
document, decree or order of any Court of Law or revenue or statutory authority or
arbitration, award, release, relinquishment, succession or otherwise howsoever, are
hereby required to make the same known in writing along with the supporting
documents to the undersignedwithin14 (fourteen) days from the date of publication
of this notice. Any claim not somade inwriting as hereby required shall, for all intents
and purposes, be deemed aswaived or abandoned and not binding on our clients, and
our clientswill complete the proposed transaction.

THE SCHEDULE ABOVE REFERRED TO:
(Description of the Property)

Apartment No.301 (Apartment No.301-A in the condominium records) admeasuring
approximately 275.52 square meters internal carpet area on the third floor of the
building known as 'Bakhtavar' of the Bakhtavar (Colaba) Association of Apartment
Owners together with a car parking space along with 1 (one) fully paid-up shares of
Rs.100/- (Rupees One Hundred only) bearing distinctive No. 51 represented by Share
Certificate bearing No. 53 dated May 6, 2015 and 2.558% undivided interest in
common areas and facilities appurtenant to the said apartment and parking space in
the building standing on the below lands:
FIRSTLY: ALL THAT piece or parcel of leasehold land containing by admeasurement
2,127 square yards equivalent to 1,778.445 square meters or thereabouts or
registered in the books of the Collector of Land Revenue under Collector's Rent Roll
No. 7,630 and Laughton's Survey No. 2/9684 and bearing Cadastral Survey No. 53 of
Colaba Division situate at Colaba within the City of Mumbai in the Registration
District andSub-District ofMumbai City andMumbai Suburban.
SECONDLY: ALL THAT piece or parcel of leasehold land containing by
admeasurement 1,649 square yards equivalent to 1,378.770 square meters or
thereabouts and registered in the Books of the Collector of Land Revenue under
Collector's NewNo. 15,325, Collector's NewRent Roll No. 7629 and NewSurvey No.
1/9, 684 and bearing Cadastral Survey No. 56 of Colaba Division situate at Colaba
within the City ofMumbai in the Registration District and Sub-District ofMumbai City
andMumbai Suburban.
THIRDLY: ALL THAT piece of Government Foreshore land containing by
admeasurement 795-8/9 square yards equivalent to 665.420 square meters or
thereabouts and registered in the Books of the Collector of Land Revenue under Rent
Roll No. 8,573 and bearing Cadastral Survey No. 592 of Colaba Division situate at
Colaba foreshore within the City of Mumbai in the Registration District and Sub-
District ofMumbai City andMumbai Suburban.
FOURTHLY: ALL THAT piece of Government Foreshore land containing by
admeasurement 702-1/9 square yards equivalent to 587.062 square meters or
thereabouts and registered in the Books of the Collector of Land Revenue under Rent
Roll No. 8,574 and bearing Cadastral Survey No. 596 of Colaba Division situate at
Colaba Foreshore, within the City of Mumbai in the Registration District and Sub-
District of Mumbai City andMumbai Suburban, andwhich lands are assessed by the
Municipality of Bombay under "A"WardNo. 195 and Street No. 271 and present New
Street No. 163A together with the buildings and structures standing or lying thereon
and bounded as follows that is to say: on or towards the East by the Arabian Sea
(Bombay Harbour) on or towards the West partly by Cadastral Survey No. 52 partly
by Cadastral Survey no. 54 and partly by a private passage of the lessor leading to
Colaba Road, on or towards the North by property bearing Cadastral Survey No. 51
and on or towards theSouth by the property bearingCadastral SurveyNo. 55.

Dated this 31st day of July, 2025
For AZB & Partners

Advocates and Solicitors
Sd/-

Ms. Nohid Nooreyezdan
Partner

AZB House, Peninsula Corporate Park, Ganpatrao Kadam Marg, Lower Parel,
Tel: 022 6639 6880 Fax: 022 6639 6888
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ASPECIAL court inMumbaiwill
pronounce its judgment in the
Malegaon 2008 blast case on
Thursday. Special Judge A K
Lahotiwilldelivertheverdict,the
trialonwhichhadbegunin2018.

Seven accused namely for-
merBJPMPPragyaSinghThakur,
Lieutenant Colonel Prasad
Purohit, Major Ramesh
Upadhyay (Retd),AjayRahirkar,
Sameer Kulkarni, Sudhakar
Chaturvedi and Sudhakar Dhar
Dwivedi are on trial facing
charges, includingcriminalcon-
spiracy andmurder under the
Indian Penal Code and sections
of the anti-terror law, Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act and
theExplosiveSubstancesAct.

A bombwent off at a chowk
inMalegaon, a town known for
its powerloom industry, nearly
100 km northeast of Nashik in
Maharashtra.ItwasRamzan,the
holymonth of fasting in Islam,
and the blast, which took place
in an areawith a largeMuslim
population, killed six persons
and injured100.

The Maharashtra Anti-
Terrorism Squad (ATS), which

tookovertheinvestigationfrom
the local police, suspected that
theimprovisedexplosivedevice
(IED) had been planted on an
LMLFreedommotorcycle. Itwas
suspected that the conspirators
had consciously chosen the
monthofRamzanandtheeveof
Navaratritocarryoutthebomb-
ing, with an intention to cause
communal rifts and endanger
theinternalsecurityof thestate.

TheATSclaimedthatthereg-
istration number of themotor-
cyclethatwasfoundatthesiteof
theexplosion–MH-15-P-4572–
was fake, and that its engine
numberandchassisnumberhad
beenerased.TheATSallegedthat
theownerofthebikewasPragya
Singh Thakur alias Sadhwi
Poornachetanand Giri and ar-
rested her onOctober 23, 2008.
Thakur’sarrestandinterrogation,
the ATS claimed, led it to the
other accused. While theprobe
wasinitiallyledbythenATSchief
HemantKarkare,hewaskilledin
theMumbai2008terrorattacks
onNovember26,2008.

TheATS continued its probe
andfiledachargesheetinJanuary
2009against11accusedclaiming
that theywere part of the con-
spiracy to execute the blast. The
ATSclaimedthattheaccusedhad

attendedmeetings, where dis-
cussionswere held on targeting
Muslims as 'revenge' and
Malegaon was chosen for its
dominantlyMuslimpopulation.
It was also alleged that the ac-
cusedhaddiscussedworkingto-
wards ‘Aryawart’ or a Hindu
RashtrawithitsownConstitution
and flag, and a “government in
exile”. TheATSalso claimed that
an organisation founded by
Purohit in2006,AbhinavBharat,
waslinkedtotheconspiracy.The
ATS had also invoked the strin-
gent Maharashtra Control of
OrganisedCrimeAct inthecase.

In 2011, the case was trans-
ferred to the National
Investigation Agency (NIA), the
centralinvestigationagencythat
was set up after the 2008
Mumbai terror attacks. TheNIA
began a probe but in its
chargesheetsaid thatduetothe
passage of time, no additional
evidence could be recovered
fromthespot. Itwentontorere-
cord statements of some of the
witnesseswhodeniedtheirear-
lier statements recorded by the
ATS. Pointing to 'lacunae' in the
case, the NIA chargesheet filed
onMay 13, 2016, dropped the
charges underMCOCA, saying
thatthemannerinwhichtheor-

ganised crime lawwas invoked
by the ATSwas “questionable”.
It said there was no evidence
against Thakur, as themotorcy-
cle registered in Thakur’s name
hadbeeninthepossessionofab-
sconding accused Ramchandra
Kalsangra,whowasusingitwell
before theblast. It also said that
sinceMCOCAwas not applied,
confessionsmadeundertheAct
were inadmissible as evidence.
Most of the ATS’s case against
the accused relied on confes-
sions, and the NIA said that the
confessionofChaturvediwasan
“outcomeof torture”.

On December 27, 2017, the
court accepted the NIA’s con-
tention thatMCOCA cannot be
invoked in the case. It said that
the seven accused – Thakur,
Purohit,retiredMajorUpadhyay,
Kulkarni, Chaturvedi, Ajay
Rahirkar,andSudhakarDwivedi
–would face trial under UAPA,
IPC,andtheExplosiveSubstances
Act,1908.Thetrialinthecasebe-
ganinDecember2018.

Special public prosecutor
AvinashRasal said that 323wit-
nesseswere examinedofwhich
nearly40turnedhostile.Thetes-
timoniesofthesewitnesseswere
mainlyrelatingtoPurohitandthe
allegedconspiracymeetings.

2008Malegaonblast:Special
court todeliververdict today

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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DAYS AFTER Deputy Chief
MinisterandFinanceministerAjit
Pawarannouncedinthestateleg-
islativeassemblythatthegovern-
ment will implement time-
boundprogrammetocompletely
stop manual scavenging, the
‘Manhole to Machinehole’
scheme was announced on
Wednesday.

Under the scheme, drains,
sewerlines,andseptictanksshall
be cleaned usingmechanised
equipment. Theschemeincludes
procurementofcleaningmachin-
ery,modernvehicles, andemer-
gencyresponsesanitationunits.

It is being implemented by
the Urban Development
Department (UDD)with an ap-
proved funding of Rs 504 crore
and an additional Rs 100 crore
was sanctioned in theMonsoon
Session of 2024–25 and dis-
bursed to the department by
March31,2025.

Procurementofroboticunits,
cleaning equipment, and emer-
gency vehicles has also begun.
Pawardirectedthatmaintenance
of these vehicles for three years
and training of sanitationwork-
ers for operating themmust be
ensuredbytherespectiveagency.

He also directed theUDD to
prepareaspecialproposalforthe
housing of sanitationworkers.
Under the Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar ShramSafalya Awas
Yojana, dwelling units are pro-
vided freeof costandonowner-
ship basis to the eligible heirs of
conservancyworkers post their

retirement or in the event of
deathwhile inservice.

At present, the benefit is ex-
tended only to sanitationwork-
erswhohavecompleted25years
ormoreof service.Pawarhasdi-
rectedtheUDDtoprepareapro-
posal to reduce this service re-
quirement from 25 years to 20
years and present it before the
Cabinet. Pawar has also directed
allmunicipal corporations and
councilstostrictlyimplementthe
government resolution (GR)
based on the Lad-Page
Committee’srecommendations.
Hesaidthatnon-compliancewill
attractaction.

Thecommitteeestablishedin
1972 toaddress issues related to
the employment of sanitation
workers. Pawar stated that civic
bodiesshouldsubmitdetailedre-
portsonthenumberofsanitation
workersworkingintheirrespec-
tivejurisdictionstotheUDD.

Thegovernment isexpected
to implementatime-bound
programmetostopmanual
scavenging.Express

‘MANHOLETOMACHINEHOLE’

State govt sanctions
Rs 504 crore to end
manual scavenging

Vasai-Virar land scam: Day after searches,
ED summons IAS officer for questioning

Pune:AcourtinPunerejectedan
applicationfiledbythe51-year-
old father of the then minor
driver in the Porsche crash case
seekinga21-daytemporarybail
for the spinal surgery of his 78-
year-oldmother.

The court cited “reasonable
apprehensionoftamperingwith
the witnesses” while rejecting
thepleaof theaccused.

Two young IT engineers —
Aneesh Awadhiya and Ashwini
Koshta —were killed after the
speeding Porsche, allegedly
drivenbyan inebriated17-and-
a-half-year-old from a Pune re-
altor family, rammed theirmo-
torcycle at Kalyani Nagar
junctiononMay19 lastyear.

Besidestheminordriver, the
police have chargesheeted a to-
talof10accused.The51-year-old
father, who is a realtor, and 50-
year-old mother of the minor
havebeenchargedwithcriminal
conspiracy for allegedly orches-
trating a swapof his blood sam-
ple—collected at Sassoon
Hospital—withthemother's.ENS

Pune Porsche
crash case: Court
rejects temporary
bail plea of
minor’s father
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