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Cabinet okays 3 
railway projects
PTI 
NEW DELHI 

The cabinet committee on 
economic affairs, chaired by 
prime minister Narendra 
Modi, approved three projects 
of the Ministry of Railways on 
Monday with a total cost of 
`7,927 crore. 

The projects are the 
Jalgaon-Manmad fourth line 
(160 km), Bhusawal-Khandwa 
third and fourth lines (131 km) 
and Prayagraj (Iradatganj)-
Manikpur third line (84 km). 

“The proposed multi-track-
ing projects will ease oper-
ations and reduce congestion, 
providing the much-required 
infrastructural development 
on the busiest sections 
between Mumbai and 
Prayagraj,” a statement said. 

“The projects are in line 
with PM Narendra Modi’s 
vision of a New India, which 
will make people of the region 
‘Atmanirbhar’ by way of com-
prehensive development in 
the area, which will enhance 
their employment/ self-empl -
oyment opportunities,” it said. 

The government said the 
projects are the result of the 
PM-Gati Shakti National 
Master Plan for multi-modal 
connectivity, which have been 

possible through integrated 
planning, and will provide 
seamless connectivity for the 
movement of people, goods 
and services. 

The projects will cover 
seven districts in three states 
— Maharashtra, MP and UP 
— and expand the existing 
network of the Indian 
Railways by 639 km. Besides, 
the proposed multi-tracking 
projects will also enhance 
connectivity to two aspir-
ational districts — Khandwa 
and Chitrakoot — serving 
1,319 villages and about 38 
lakh people. “The proposed 
projects will enhance connec-
tivity along the Mumbai-
Prayagraj-Varanasi route by 
enabling the operation of 
additional passenger trains, 
benefitting pilgrims travelling 
to Jyotirlingas in Nashik 
(Trimbakeshwar), Khandwa 
(Omkareshwar) and Varanasi 
(Kashi Vishwanath), as well as 
religious places in Prayagraj, 
Chitrakoot, Gaya and Shirdi,” 
the press note said. 

“Additionally, the projects 
will promote tourism through 
improved access to various 
attractions, such as Khajuraho 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, 
Ajanta and Ellora Caves 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, 

Devgiri Fort, Asirgarh Fort, 
Rewa Fort, Yawal Wildlife 
Sanctuary, Keoti Falls and 
Purwa Falls etc,” it added. 

According to the govern-
ment, since these are essential 
routes for transportation of 
commodities, such as agricul-
tural products, fertiliser, coal, 
steel, cement, containers etc, 
the capacity augmentation 
works will result in additional 
freight traffic of a magnitude 
of 51 MTPA (million tonnes 
per annum). 

 
`2,481cr National Mission 
on natural farming to 
cover 7.5 lakh hectare  
The government announced a 
national mission to promote 
natural farming among one 
crore farmers in 7.5 lakh hec-
tare (ha) with an outlay of 
`2,481 crore in two years. 

The decision aims to initiate 
natural farming in 7.5 lakh 
hectare through 15,000 
clusters to be set up in willing 
panchayats. “There is a need 
to improve the quality of soil 
and maintain the health of the 
people with chemical-free 
food...National Mission on 
Natural Farming is a path-
breaking decision,” I&B min-
ister Ashwini Vaishnav said in 
a media briefing.

PTI 
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The CBI has lodged an FIR 
against 8 lawyers and 2 others 
for allegedly filing a special 
leave petition based on forged 
documents to “implicate” Ajay 
Katara, a witness in the sensa-
tional murder case of his 
brother Nitish Katara, in a 
false rape case. 

The federal agency took 
action on the order of the 
Supreme Court which 
directed it to probe the matter 
after the man who pur-
portedly filed the plea 
claimed he had not signed any 
“vakalatnama” in a matter 
linked to his daughter who 
had levelled allegations of 
rape against Ajay Katara. 

The son and nephew of 
politician DP Yadav were con-
victed of abducting and killing 
Nitish, 23, on Feb 17, 2002. 

The CBI has registered the 
FIR against the woman, who 
had filed the rape complaint 

against Ajay, her husband and 
eight lawyers who were part 
of filing the SLP before the SC, 
officials said. The woman’s fa -
ther on whose name the SLP 
was filed before the SC said he 
never met her after she 
eloped and married in 2013 
and could not have signed it. 

The Badaun police had 
closed the case of alleged rape 
filed by the woman against 
Ajay Katara as no evidence 
was found against him. 

Ajay in his submissions told 
the SC he was being slapped 
with a number of fake cases at 
the behest of DP Yadav, “a 
known history-sheeter”, as he 
was the only witness on 
whose testimony his son and 
nephew were sentenced to a 
life term in the murder of 
Nitish Katara, the SC order 
noted. He said at least 37 cases 
were filed against him, of 
which 35 have been turned 
down at the probe level while 
the two have been stayed by 
the Allahabad high court.

PTI 
NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court came 
down heavily on the Muni -
cipal Corporation of Delhi 
(MCD) on Monday for demol-
ishing a building that housed 
a public library, without giv-
ing a chance to the affected 
party to seek relief, and said 
“there is no divine power 
which can wake you up”. 

The first Delhi Public 
Library (DPL) was started by 
then prime minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru near the 
Old Delhi railway station in 
1951. Infuriated, a bench of 
justices Surya Kant and Ujjal 
Bhuyan questioned how 
could the civic body demolish 
the building that housed the 
DPL since 1954, without wait-
ing for the parties to approach 
the apex court. 

“For years, people have 
tried to wake you up but to no 
avail. There is no divine 
power which can wake you 
up. But in this case, within a 
week, you acted lightning fast 
and demolished the building. 
We will not only order an 
investigation but will direct 
for restitution of the building, 
if any wrongdoing is found,” 
the bench warned the counsel 
appearing in the court on 
behalf of the civic body. 

The bench noted that the 
Delhi HC passed an order on 
September 10, 2018 and with-
out even giving a breathing 
time to the tenants and other 
occupants of the building to 
approach the top court, the 
MCD razed the building at 
8.30am on September 18, 2018. 

It said on September 18, 
2018, the SC ordered status 
quo be maintained.

Sanganer open 
air camp: Raj 
govt opposes 
contempt plea  
PTI  
NEW DELHI  

The Rajasthan government 
on Monday opposed in the SC 
a plea accusing it of taking the 
area allotted to Sanganer 
open-air jail campus at Jaipur 
for the construction of a 300-
bed hospital and termed it 
“sponsored litigation”. 

A bench of justices BR 
Gavai and KV Viswanathan 
directed the registrar of the 
SC to act as a court commis-
sioner and submit a report 
after inspecting the site. 

It was hearing a contempt 
plea alleging wilful disobedi-
ence by the Rajasthan author-
ities of the apex court’s May 17 
order which directed that 
there shall be no attempt to 
reduce the area of open-air 
camps/prisons functioning in 
the country.

Surjagarh 
mine arson: 
Gadling’s bail 
plea deferred 

New Delhi: The SC on 
Monday adjourned to Dec 4 
the bail plea of advocate 
Surendra Gadling in connec-
tion with the 2016 Surjagarh 
iron ore mine arson case. 

A bench of justices MM 
Sundresh and Aravind 
Kumar deferred the matter 
after the counsel appearing 
for the Maharashtra govern-
ment sought time to file a 
reply in the matter. 

The SC on October 10, 2023, 
issued notice to the state gov-
ernment and sought its 
response on the petition 
within four weeks. On Jan 31, 
2023 the Nagpur bench of the 
Bombay HC refused to grant 
bail to Gadling and said the 
accusations against him were 
prima facie true.  —PTI
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