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WEDNESDAY, MAY. 22

RISE 06:02 SET 19:09

RISE 18:11 SET 04:50

THURSDAY, MAY. 23

RISE 06:02 SET 19:09

RISE 19:08 SET 05:31

FRIDAY, MAY. 24

RISE 06:02 SET 19:10

RISE 20:07 SET 06:16
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify
and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in
this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the
Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not
vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can the
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
Employees of this newspaper/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advertise-
ments in this newspaper.

Valmikinagar and West
Champaran, the two
north-westernmost Lok
Sabha constituencies in Bi-
har, are situated along the
border with Nepal and
neighbouring Uttar Pra-
desh. The region is known
for its verdant jungles, the
Valmiki Tiger Reserve, su-
garcane cropping and su-
gar mills, and the historic
Bhitiharwa ashram. 

The battlelines here are
drawn between the Nation-
al Democratic Alliance and
the Mahagathbandhan,
but Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s popularity
could make the contest ea-
sier for the NDA candi-

dates. 

NDA stronghold
Valmikinagar, earlier
known as Bagaha, became
a LS constituency after de-
limitation in 2008. Since
2009, the NDA’s candi-
dates — the JD(U) thrice
and the BJP once — have
been winning from here,
but this time, the Maha-
gathbandhan candidate,
Deepak Yadav of the Rash-
triya Janata Dal (RJD), is
putting up a tough chal-

lenge to JD(U)’s Sunil Ku-
mar. 

Mr. Kumar won the by-
poll in 2020, defeating the
Congress’ Pravesh Mishra
by a thin margin, following
the death of his (Mr. Ku-
mar’s) father, the then sit-
ting MP, Baidyanath Mah-
to, who represented the
seat in 2009 and 2019. In
the 2019 election, Mr. Mah-
to defeated the Congress’
Shashwat Kedar by over 3.5
lakh votes.

In 2014, BJP’s Satish

Chandra Dubey won the
election. This time too, Mr.
Dubey wanted to contest
from here, but under the
NDA’s seat-sharing arran-
gement, Valmikinagar fell
to ally JD(U)’s kitty.

The RJD candidate Mr.
Yadav is a local sugar mill
owner. He is posing a
tough challenge to Mr. Ku-
mar as he is popular with
the sugarcane farmers of
the area. However, until he
secured the ticket to con-
test the election from the
RJD, Mr. Yadav was an ac-
tive member of the BJP. 

Issues that vex voters
here include �oods,
drought, migration caused
by the lack of employment,
and the woes of sugarcane
farming. 

In West Champaran, the
BJP’s three-time sitting MP
Sanjay Jaiswal is pitted
against the Congress’ Ma-

dan Mohan Tiwari. In
2019, Mr. Jaiswal defeated
the then Rashtriya Lok Sa-
mata Party (since renamed
the Rashtriya Lok Morcha)
candidate Brijesh Kumar
Kushwaha by nearly three
lakh votes. 

When Ramji Prasad, Su-
nil Kumar and Ghan-
shayam Pandey of Gonahi
village said they would be
voting for the NDA, a local
school teacher, Ganesh
Ram, reminded them of
the “haunting unemploy-
ment” among youths.

In the adjoining Kathari
village, Zia-ul-Haque, 72,
and Ashraf Alam, 48, rued
the frequent ‘Hindu-Mus-
lim’ references by BJP lead-
ers and “�ip-�ops” by the
party’s alliance partner
and Bihar CM Nitish Ku-
mar. 

Both constituencies will
vote on May 25.

INDIA bloc candidates look to breach NDA
strongholds at Bihar’s borders with Nepal, U.P.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi being felicitated in Bihar. FILE PHOTO
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T
he Delhi High
Court on Tuesday
rejected the bail

plea of former Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Siso-
dia in the corruption and
money-laundering cases
lodged by the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI)
and the Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) respectively
in connection with the Del-
hi excise policy scam.

Justice Swarana Kanta
Sharma said Mr. Sisodia
has “not been able to make
out a case for grant of bail”
and added, “The case at
hand is a grave misuse of
power and breach of pu-
blic trust by the applicant
who was serving as Deputy
Chief Minister of Delhi at
the relevant point.”

The court said, “As a Mi-
nister having 18 portfolios,
including the Department
of Excise, the applicant
was entrusted with the for-
mulation of the new liquor
policy.”

“However, the material
collected during the inves-
tigation showed that the
applicant subverted the
process of framing the ex-
cise policy by fabricating
public feedback to suit his
predetermined goal. The
aim was to frame a public
policy which bene�ts se-
lect individuals, especially
the wholesale distribu-
tors,” the court added.

The judge however, said
Mr. Sisodia could continue

to meet his ailing wife once
a week as per the terms
and conditions laid down
by a trial court in February.

The judge, who started
pronouncing the order at
6.28 p.m., said Mr. Sisodia
indulged in the destruction
of crucial evidence, includ-
ing electronic evidence. He
was a very powerful and in-
�uential person within the
corridors of power of the
Delhi government and the
possibility of indulging in
destruction of evidence
cannot be ruled out if he is
let out on bail, she added.

Custody extended
Earlier on Tuesday, a trial
court hearing Mr. Sisodia’s
plea challenging the rejec-
tion of his bail on April 30,
extended his judicial custo-
dy till May 31. Special judge
(PC Act) Kaveri Baweja of
the Rouse Avenue court
noted that an application
for postponement of argu-
ments on the charge is
pending before the High
Court. 

The trial court also �xed
May 30 for further argu-
ments on framing of charg-
es in the case.

The trial court had dis-
missed Mr. Sisodia’s bail
pleas in the corruption and
money-laundering cases
lodged by the CBI and ED
respectively in connection
with the alleged irregulari-
ties in the formulation and
execution of the now-
scrapped Delhi excise poli-
cy for 2021-22. On April 30,
the trial court turned down
his plea saying the stage is
not right for grant of bail.

The AAP leader was ar-
rested by the CBI on Febru-
ary 26, 2023 for his alleged
role in the “scam” and the
ED arrested him in a mo-
ney-laundering case stem-
ming from the CBI FIR on
March 9, 2023.

The probe agencies al-
leged that the bene�ciaries
diverted “illegal” gains to
the accused o�cials and
made false entries in their
books of account to evade
detection. 

Delhi HC denies bail
to Manish Sisodia in
excise policy case 

No relief from court: Aam Aadmi Party leader and former Delhi

Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia. FILE PHOTO 

Judge says former Deputy CM was a powerful and in�uential person and

possibility of indulging in destruction of evidence cannot be ruled out 
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The Himachal Pradesh
High Court has issued a
notice to the State govern-
ment and others, seeking a
reply on the alleged viola-
tion of human rights of chil-
dren at an observation-
cum-special home in
Shimla.

The court issued the
notice based on a letter,
which it treated as a PIL,
and has sought the reply
within four weeks. 

The other respondents
are the Director, State Wo-
men and Child Develop-
ment Department; the Dis-
trict Programme O�cer;
the Superintendent of the
observation home; and
three of its employees — the
cook, the kitchen helper,
and the security guard.

Ajai Srivastava, chair-
man of the Umang Founda-

tion, in a letter to the Chief
Justice of the Himachal Pra-
desh HC, M.S. Ramchandra
Rao, had raised the plight
of the inmates at the State-
run correctional home at
Hira Nagar in Shimla.

Mr. Srivastava wrote that
the observation home
seemed to defeat the basic
purpose of the Juvenile Jus-
tice (Care and Protection of
Children) Act, and the In-
dian Constitution, and
hence the court should
“save the children”.

It has been alleged that
about a dozen inmates
were being treated badly.
The letter was based on the
ordeal of a child. Mr. Srivas-
tava said the sta� members
resorted to thrashing the
boy and other inmates on
several occasions. 

Also, they often re-
mained under the in-
�uence of alcohol while on
duty. 

Notice to Himachal govt.
over violation of human
rights at children’s home 
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