
Mumbai: A fire broke out in a 14-storey residential 
building in Tilak Nagar area on Wednesday, officials said. 
There was no casualty, they said. The blaze erupted at 
12.30pm in a flat on the fifth floor of Sahajivan Tower 

located near Chembur-Santacruz link road flyover. Four 
fire engines and other fire brigade equipment were 
rushed to the spot and the blaze was extinguished in less 
than 30 minutes.

Fire in 14-storey residential building; no casualty 
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Sachin Tendulkar’s  

statue was unveiled 

at the Wankhede  

Stadium in the  

presence of the  
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Chief Minister  

Eknath Shinde, NCP 

leader Sharad  

Pawar and  

other dignitaries 
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A man, who worked as do-
mestic help at a film produc-
er's house in Andheri, has 
been arrested for allegedly si-
phoning Rs10.5 lakh, in-
formed the DN Nagar police. 
Syed Irfan Javed, 23, was 
caught on Tuesday, around a 
week after the offence was 
registered. 

According to Ramesh 
Jagdish Sharma, 65, the ac-
cused is the son of  his 

former domestic help and 
was working for him for the 
past five years. The producer 
said that he completely trust-
ed Javed hence he used to 

lend his mobile phone so 
that he could call his rela-
tives. Taking advantage of  
the same, Javed downloaded 
the PhonePe app and used it 
to siphon funds from Shar-

ma's account. To leave no 
trace of  the crime, he always 
deleted the app after trans-
ferring the money, said the 
police, adding that the trans-

actions took place between 
June and October. Sharma 
owns a cottage in Himachal 
Pradesh and earns Rs18 lakh 
through the same. The hefty 
amount directly gets trans-

ferred in his account. 
The fraud came to fore 

when Sharma's landlord 
called him to inform that the 
cheque given by him for rent 
payment had bounced. Im-
mediately, the producer 
checked his bank statement 
and found that several lakhs 
of  rupees had been trans-
ferred without his knowl-
edge. Upon digging further, 
he discovered that the ac-
count was in Javed's name. 
The siphoned fund has been 
frozen, the police said.

Help held for siphoning `10L from producer 

He took producer’s phone on pretext of calling 
relatives, and transferred money

Shield engineering
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Making use  
of enemies 

Maharashtra MLA Rais 
Shaikh has written to 

Maharashtra governor 
Ramesh Bais, drawing his 
attention to an X (formerly 
Twitter) handle called 
@mumbai71, which has 
made extremely serious alle-
gations of  corruption 
against three officials of  the 
Maharashtra State Road De-
velopment Corporation. 
Shaikh has alleged that 
there is a deep nexus be-
tween these officials and cer-
tain contractors executing 
projects for the corporation. 
The letter has sent a shiver 
down the spines of  not only 
these three officials but also 
others against whom there 
is a needle of  suspicion, es-
pecially because the @mum-
bai71 handle has several 
hardcore pro-BJP followers; 
hence it’s also surprising 
that Shaikh, who belongs to 
the Samajwadi Party, has 
taken up the cause. It is 
learnt that Governor Bais 
has forwarded the letter to 
Chief  Minister Eknath 
Shinde, but the matter has 
not moved further. It is said 
the government is totally 
busy with the Maratha agi-
tation and hasn’t found time 
to probe the alleged scam 
that is said to be running 
into a few thousand crore ru-
pees.

Even though the Attorney 
General R Venkatara-

mani told the Supreme Court 
recently that citizens do not 
have a right to information 
under Article 19(1)(a) of  the 
Constitution about donations 
received by political parties, 
many companies are now re-
thinking about buying elec-
toral bonds from State Bank 
of  India, which alone is au-
thorised to receive any 
amount of  cash towards the 
purchase of  these bonds. It is 

a sure way to launder black 
money. Now, the problem is 
that potential donors fear that 
if  the SC verdict in response 
to a clutch of  petitions goes 
against the Centre, their iden-
tities will become public; a 
situation they would rather 
avoid fiercely. The apex 
court’s judgement is expected 
to be out before the Lok Sabha 
elections. So will black 
money be back in business as 
far as political parties are 
concerned?

P Velrasu, additional mu-
nicipal commissioner 

(projects) in the BMC, has an 
FIR filed against him by the 
Economic Offences Wing 
(EOW) of  the Mumbai crime 
branch in the body bags 
case. Yet the state govern-
ment has not found it neces-
sary to move him out. In-
stead, he continues to deal 
with multi-crore contracts 
given out by the civic body. In 
the absence of  elected corpo-
rators, the babus are having 
a free run of   the richest 

civic body in India. When he 
was the chief  of  the Kalyan-
Dombivali Municipal Corpo-
ration, Velrasu was shunted 
out in one year. However, he 
has established himself  in 
the BMC. So who is 
shielding him? According to 
sources, it is learnt that two 
leaders of  the Shiv Sena 
(Shinde) and the BJP are 
shielding him from prosecu-
tion in the case filed by the 
EOW. Velrasu himself  pleads 
innocence and says he is 
open to any probe.

Beat the bond

A senior IAS officer of Maharashtra has offered to resign 
fearing a probe by the Anti-Corruption Bureau. But then the 

ACB can probe even a retired babu.

Back to  
old ways? 

Who in the Union govern-
ment ordered the hack-

ing of  the iPhones of  promi-
nent persons? It is difficult to 
believe that after the Pegasus 
controversy the government 
would have been foolish 
enough to hack into phones 
especially in view of  the fact 
that Apple’s own internal 
threat intelligence unit will 
come to know of  it first. It is 
true that Apple itself  has di-
luted its warning by saying 
that it could be a “false 
alarm”. The alacrity with 
which the Modi government 
agreed to a probe and its invi-
tation to Apple to join the in-
vestigation shows that the 
regime has done its home-
work. In any case, it will be in-
teresting to know the outcome 
of  the probe. Will the opposi-
tion have egg on its face?

MANOJ RAMAKRISHNAN 
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Catholic women from Mum-
bai campaigning for equality 
in the church’s religious hier-
archy are unhappy with the 
recently concluded meeting 
of  bishops in the Vatican be-
cause the event has not pro-
duced a clear statement on the 
issue of  ordaining women as 
priests and bishops. 

The Women’s Ordination 
Conference (WOC), an inter-
national body formed to cam-
paign for ordination of  
women as bishops, priests and 
deacons in the Roman 
Catholic Church, said they 
were “dismayed by the fail-
ure” of  the meeting to take se-
riously the calls to open all or-
dained posts to women in the 
1.4 billion-strong church. 

In Mumbai, Catholic 
women who support the cam-
paign, said that the message 
of  a church more inclusive to 
women has not been endorsed 
by any actual changes. 

The month-long important 
meeting was held in October. 
Called the ‘Ordinary General 
Assembly of  the Synod of  
Bishops’, it had been com-
pared to ‘Vatican II’, a meeting 
in the 1960s, where far-reach-
ing decisions, including the 
introduction of  native lan-
guages in religious services to 
replace Latin, were made by 
the church. 

The latest synod was the 
culmination of  a long process 
of  ‘listening’ or smaller meet-
ings at local churches and dio-
ceses (an idea from the cur-
rent head of  the church, Pope 
Francis) to discuss new ideas 
and challenges in the global 
church. One of  the issues on 
the agenda was the greater 

role for women in church ad-
ministration. A final meeting 
to follow up on last month’s 
event will be held in Vatican 
City in 2024. 

On October 28, the Vatican 
released what is called the ‘fi-
nal document’, a kind of  dec-
laration from the meeting. Re-
acting to the declaration, the 
WOC said while it supported 
the meeting’s message about 
the need for the greater partic-
ipation of  women in religious 
life and church administra-
tion, the indication was that 
the conversation on women in 
ordained posts should be lim-
ited to the permanent dia-
conate or undefined ‘new 
ministries’.   

According to women, this 
means that the church is not 
ready to walk very far on the 
question of  ordaining them as 
priests or bishops. Women are 
especially angry at the fact 
that the church has already 
made concessions for married 
men to enter the religious hi-
erarchy at lower levels. In 
March 2017, the Mumbai 
church, for instance, ordained 
for the first time two men as 
deacons.  

Deacons are allowed to do 
most work that a priest does, 
except religious services or 
mass, confessions and a sacra-
ment called ‘anointing the 
sick’. They can bless mar-
riages and conduct baptisms, 

bringing much relief  to 
priests who can have long 
workdays, with weddings, fu-
nerals, baptisms and religious 
services lined up one after an-
other.  

“What irked people is that 
the church opened up the dia-
conate to married men. 
Women have been saying 
‘Why only married men?’,” 
said Dr Astrid Lobo Gajiwala, 
a church member from Mum-
bai and a leading voice for 
gender equality in the church. 
“The question remains that 
you should not be discrimi-
nated against in terms of  gen-
der. All leadership roles are 
linked to ordination,” she 
said. 

Other Christian denomina-
tions have been faster in 
bringing in reforms to bring 
women into the church hier-
archy. The Anglican Church, 
and one of  its counterparts in 
India, the Church of  south In-
dia, have already appointed 
women as bishops and 
priests. 

There are other women in 
the church who want to be 
hopeful and patient. Sister 
Nirmalini, the head of  the 
Apostolic Carmel order who 
attended the Vatican confer-
ence, said that she was happy 
to see the increased focus on  
women’s “deserving dignity”. 
She said, “I need to be, howev-
er, patient to see the day when 
the points mentioned in the 
document, particularly about 
women, will percolate down 
at all levels of  the Church.” 

There were some victories 
at the Vatican meeting for 
women fighting for equal reli-
gious rights. For the first time, 
women invitees at the 
meeting were allowed to vote 
alongside bishops.

Women’s prayer for equality
Catholics unhappy with Vatican’s stand on female priests and bishops

WHAT WOC HAS SAID… 
n For the synodal process to retain credibility, it will need to 
take seriously the full equality of women and LGBTQ+ people 
in every aspect of church life.  

n If the synod assembly did not notice the urgent cries, 
prayers, and hopes of women, or is unwilling to take concrete 
steps to dismantle church structures and policies that oppress 
and diminish women, WOC and its supporters will simply need 
to make themselves even more visible. 

n While the meeting acknowledged the “wounds women have 
experienced at the hands of the church”,  it fell short of 
engaging substantially with the healing of those wounds. 
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