
13NATIONNEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on Monday
got five new judges. Chief Justice of India DY
Chandrachud administered the oath of office to
Justices Pankaj Mithal, Sanjay Karol, PV Sanjay

Kumar, Ahsanuddin Amanullah and Manoj Misra
as judges of the Supreme Court. With this, the
number of the apex court judges rose to 32 as
against the sanctioned strength of 34 judges.

Supreme Court gets five new judges

PM shares the...
In 2017-18 the then Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi had said that
there was a need to “defend the dig-
nity of  India’s defenders”, as he ac-
cused the government of  “snatch-
ing” the Rafale offset contract from
HAL and “gifting” it to industrial-
ist Anil Ambani’s company. The
government also had to face flak
over the cost of  the jets. 
It is unusual for the PM to make

political statements against the
Opposition at an official function,
but Karnataka is heading to polls
in three months.
HAL’s factory is Asia’s largest

helicopter manufacturing facility
and will initially produce Light
Utility Helicopters – an indige-
nously designed and developed
three-ton class, single-engine, mul-
tipurpose utility chopper.
The prime minister also used

the visit to Karnataka – his third in
recent times – to lay the foundation
stone of  Tumakuru Industrial
Township. He also laid the founda-
tion stones of  two Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion projects in the district.

Thousands crushed...
A hospital in Turkey has collapsed,
and patients, including newborns,
were evacuated from facilities in
Syria.
In the Turkish city of  Adana, one

resident said three buildings near
his home were toppled. “I don’t have
the strength anymore,” one sur-
vivor could be heard calling out
from beneath the rubble as rescue
workers tried to reach him, said the
resident, a journalism student.
“Because the debris removal ef-

forts are still continuing, we do not
know how high the toll will be,”
Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan said. “Hopefully, we will
leave these disastrous days behind
us in unity and solidarity as a
country and a nation.”
The quake, which was centred

in Turkey’s southeastern province,
was felt as far away as Cairo. It sent
residents of  Damascus rushing
into the street and jolted awake
people in their beds in Beirut.
It struck a region that has been

shaped on both sides of  the border
by more than a decade of  civil war
in Syria. On the Syrian side, the
swath affected is divided between
government-held territory and the
country’s last opposition-held en-
clave, which is surrounded by
Russian-backed forces. Turkey,
meanwhile, is home to millions of
refugees from that conflict.
Many of  them live in buildings

that are already wrecked from past
bombardments. Hundreds of  fam-
ilies remained trapped in rubble,
the opposition emergency organi-
sation, called the White Helmets,
said in a statement.
Strained health facilities and

hospitals were quickly filled with
injured, rescue workers said. Oth-
ers had to be emptied, including a
maternity hospital.
The region sits on top of  major

fault lines and is frequently shaken
by earthquakes. Some 18,000 were
killed when a similar powerful
earthquake hit northwest Turkey
in 1999.
Thousands of  buildings were re-

ported collapsed in a wide area ex-
tending from Syria’s cities of  Alep-
po and Hama to Turkey’s Di-
yarbakir, more than 330 kilometres
to the northeast.

In Diyarbakir, hundreds of  res-
cue workers and civilians formed
lines across a mountain of  wreck-
age, passing down broken concrete
pieces, household belongings and
other debris as they searched for
survivors while excavators dug
through the rubble below. – AP

Minority views...
The petitioners said her “regres-
sive views are completely antithet-
ical to foundational constitutional
values and reflect her deep rooted
religious bigotry making her unfit
to be appointed as a High Court
judge”. The lawyers wondered if
any litigant belonging to the mi-
nority community can hope to get
justice in her court should she be-
come the judge. 
However, another group of  54

lawyers practising in the Madurai
Bench of  the Madras High Court
submitted a representation in her
favour. They contended that as As-
sistant Solicitor General of  India
(Madurai Bench) she had worked
for the “development of  law” and
said it was not unusual for lawyers
with political affiliation to be ap-
pointed judges in the country. 
Countering this argument,

lawyer Prasad said the issue was
not about political affiliation.
“None of  them had made hate
speeches as she had done,” he ar-
gued.

NSA for torching...
After the police action, the OBC
Mahasabha had claimed that it had
burnt only the photocopies of  the
holy book carrying objectionable
verses.
While Samajwadi Party has con-

demned the UP Government for in-
voking NSA against the OBC ac-

tivists, legal experts said there was
no need for it. SP National
spokesperson IP Singh said that it
has become a habit with the UP
Government to use the NSA or
Gangster Act to rein in political
and social activists.
A lawyer of  the Lucknow bench

of  Allahabad High Court, Rajesh
Tiwari, said that the sections of
IPC mentioned in the FIR were ad-
equate and there was no need to
slap the NSA. He said even the FIR
in this case has been lodged under
Section 153A of  the IPC which
deals with wanton vilification or at-
tack upon religion, race, place of
birth and residence, while Section
295A covers a deliberate and mali-
cious act, intended to outrage reli-
gious feelings. The FIR also in-
cludes Section 298 of  the IPS which
deals with utterances made with
deliberate intention to wound reli-
gious feelings. According to Tiwari,
there are enough provisions for pe-
nal action under these sections.

Its ‘eye’ time pending...
“While over six to seven lakh
cataract surgeries were conducted
annually in the pre-pandemic
years, in the last two years, only
two lakh cataract surgeries could
be conducted, as most hospitals
were catering exclusively to Covid
patients. Now, for the new initia-
tive, besides the state health de-
partment and medical education
departments, the tribal develop-
ment and social justice depart-
ments will also provide additional
support,” the official added.

Choksi’s passport...
The passport showed his place of
birth as India, with the birthdate
recorded as May 5, 1959. Sources

said efforts are allegedly underway
by Choksi to renew his Antiguan
and Barbudan passport.  When the
FPJ contacted Choksi’s lawyer
about the expired passport, he did
not respond.   
Last year, on May 23, Choksi was

arrested in Dominica, the neigh-
bouring country of  Antigua and
Barbuda, for his alleged illegal en-
try into that Caribbean Island
country. The 62-year-old, then
wheelchair-bound, had pleaded be-
fore a Dominican magistrate’s
court that he had allegedly been ab-
ducted and forcibly brought to Do-
minica from Antigua and Barbu-
da, about 100 miles away. The Do-
minica High Court hearing a
habeas corpus petition filed by
Choksi, had ordered him to be pre-
sented before the magistrate to face
charges of  illegal entry.

Months after the scam came to
light, India had made a formal ex-
tradition request to Antigua and
Barbuda in 2019, which he contest-
ed legally there and the process has
taken time since then. The request
was made on the basis of  the docu-
ments of  evidentiary value sent by
the CBI and the ED to Antigua, ac-
cusing Choksi and some of  his
firms’ involvement in the PNB
scam, allegations that he has con-
tested there. Choksi obtained An-
tiguan citizenship by  allegedly
surrendering his Indian passport.                                                                                           
India does not have an extradi-

tion treaty with Antigua and Bar-
buda but has an extradition
arrangement with it, based on the
fact that the latter notified India as
a designated Commonwealth
country in 2001. In August 2018, In-
dia had notified an extradition
with Antigua and Barbuda. A
gazette notification by the ministry

of  external affairs made it clear
that as per the provisions of  the Ex-
tradition Act, 1993, of  Antigua and
Barbuda, a fugitive may be extra-
dited to a designated Common-
wealth country or a state with
which there are general or special
arrangements or a bilateral treaty.                                                                                            
Choksi’s relative, the fugitive

diamantaire Nirav Modi, is the al-
leged co-mastermind of  the PNB
scam and he too had fled India in
January 2018 before the scam came
to light. India has made an extradi-
tion request with the United King-
dom authorities for Modi. Modi
had allegedly made an aborted bid
to acquire the citizenship of  a Pa-
cific nation. An ED probe had
shown that Modi had allegedly
paid for acquiring the honorary
citizenship of  Vanuatu in late 2017,
but the country’s immigration au-
thorities denied his request after
an exercise undertaken by them
yielded adverse findings against
him.

The ED and the CBI have ac-
cused Choksi and a few of  his
firms of  having defrauded the PNB
of  Rs 6,097 crore, allegations that
he has denied. Choksi is accused of
fraudulently obtaining funds
worth Rs 6,097 crore from the
PNB’s Mumbai branch via Letters
Of  Undertaking (LoUs), despite in-
eligibility. An LoU refers to a bank
guarantee given to a bank by an-
other bank on behalf  of  a cus-
tomer for the repayment of  loan.
Three firms owned by Nirav Modi
are also accused of  fraudulently
obtaining funds worth around Rs
6,498 crore via LoU, despite ineligi-
bility, from a Mumbai branch of
the PNB. The scam took place be-
tween February 2011 and May 2017,
according to the ED and the CBI.  

Moving `100 note...
Protection of  Children from Sexu-
al Offences Act (POCSO). 
During the trial, the girl, her

neighbour and her mother all tes-
tified. The teenager told the court
that the man stalked her on way to
college and had told her father
that she ‘goes to college and en-
gages in prostitution’ when he
confronted him over stalking. 
The man had sought leniency

and told the court that his mother
suffers from cancer and the family
is dependent on him. The court
said while deciding the sentence
that mitigating circumstances in
his favour will have to be consid-
ered, but that the apex court, on a
number of  occasions, has said that
punishment must fit the crime.
The man has spent over a year

as an undertrial in the matter,
hence he will be entitled to release
as the period spent will be deduct-
ed from the sentence.

Both houses hit...
The Opposition, however, did not
relent. With no scope of  a discus-
sion on the motion of  thanks, the
government is contemplating let-
ting Prime Minister Modi respond
to it in both the Houses on Tues-
day and then proceed to discuss
the budget in the remaining four
days of  the first part of  the budget
session.
On Monday, the Congress work-

ers across the country held
protests at the offices of  the Life
Insurance Corporation (LIC) and
the State Bank of  India (SBI) on
the loans given by them as also by
other banks to the Adani group
which has lost more than $120 bil-
lion in value since the charges
were made public.
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MUMBAI SLUM IMPROVEMENT 
BOARD 

A REGIONAL UNIT OF 
(MAHARASHTRA HOUSING AND AREA DEVELOPMENT 

AUTHORITY,)  
Tel. no. - 022-66405250, E-mail - eee.east1@gmail.com 

Ref. no. EE/East/MSIB/etender/75/22-23 
e-TENDER NOTICE No. 75 

Executive Engineer (East) Division, Mumbai Slum 
Improvement Board, (Unit of MHADA) Room No. 536, 4th Floor, 
Griha Nirman Bhavan, Bandra (East), Mumbai-400 051 Phone 
Number (022) 66405251 is inviting Open/Regular e-Tender for the 
11 number of works in the form of Bl (Percentage Rate) from the 
Registered contractors in the corresponding appropriate class of 
contractor or any Govt. / Semi Govt. organization, via online e-
tendering system. The detailed tender notice and Tender 
Documents shall be available & can be downloaded from 
Government of Maharashtra portal https://mahatenders.gov.in. 
Bidding documents can be loaded on the website. The tender 
Document sale start on dated 07/02/2023, 10.30 am to Document 
sale end date 14/02/2023, 6.15 pm. Corrigendum / Amendments 
if any could be published only on the https://mahatenders.gov.in 
website. The Competent Authority reserves the right to reject any 
or all the tenders without assigning any reason there of 
Conditional offers will not be accepted. 

Sd/- 
Executive Engineer (East), 

M.S.I.B. Board, Mumbai 
MHADA - Leading Housing Authority in the Nation 
CPRO/A/90

www.navshakti.co.in
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