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Mumbai

The civic body's proposal to
procure zebras from Israel
has rejected by the Direc-
torate General of  Foreign
Trades (DGFT). The Byculla
zoo authority is now looking
for zebras in other countries.
However, this delay will
mean Mumbaikars will also
have to wait longer for a lion
to arrive.
The Veermata Jijabai Bhos-
ale Udyan – popularly known
as Rani Baug – had decided to
bring in two pairs of  lions
last year. The pairs were to be
brought from the zoos of  Ju-
nagadh and Indore in ex-
change for zebras. Accord-
ingly, a proposal to buy ze-
bras from Ramat Gan Safari
Park in Tel Aviv, Israel, was
cleared by the BMC. The pro-
curement cost was estimated
to be around Rs 80 lakh. After
approval, the proposal was
sent to the DGFT  to get the fi-
nal nod.
“The Central Government
has informed us that we can-
not buy zebras from Israel.
Since the country is not in
the updated list of  The World
Organization for Animal
Health (OIE). Since we will
only get lions in exchange for
zebras, we will now approach
some other countries to get
them,” said Dr Sanjay Tripa-
thy, director of  the Byculla
zoo. The OIE ensures trans-
parency in the global animal
disease situation.
The Byculla zoo has been
undergoing upgrades  for the
last few years. It is spread
over 53 acres and an addi-
tional 10 acres have been pro-
cured for a third phase of  ex-
pansion. The zoo had
brought a pair of  Bengal
tigers – Shakti and Karishma

– from Aurangabad in Febru-
ary 2020 and the female has
given birth to a cub now
known as Veera. A few
months back, the zoo
brought in a pair of  leopards
from Gorewada zoo in Nag-
pur. However, the zoo does
not have a lion after the death
of  a lioness named Jimmy in
2014.
The zoo will also be a home
to the black jaguar, cheetah,
wallaby, chimpanzee, ringed-
tail lemur, landfill monkey
and the lesser flamingo.
These exotic species will be
housed in enclosures which

would be constructed over 7
acres of  space taken over
from Mafatlal Industries. 

5MUMBAI: A 25-year-old guitar player, who performed on streets,
was killed on Sunday night by an unknown person at the Seven
Bungalows bus depot. After being alerted, the nearby Versova police

officials reached the spot and immediately took the man to the
Cooper Hospital. However, he was declared dead by the hospital
staff. Further probe into the case is underway. _ Aishwarya Iyer

Street performer killed in dead of night, murderer yet to be identified
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Considering the long-pending
demand of  locals, the BMC
has finally decided to con-
struct a foot-over bridge (FOB)
outside the Reay Road railway
station. The need of  the said
infra is more crucial as the
road outside the station is al-
ways congested with heavy
vehicles.
Estimated to be built at Rs
3.38 crore, the FOB proposal
has already received green-
light from the BMC's bridges
department. The actual con-
struction cost is Rs 2.38 crore
but the price tag goes beyond
Rs 3 crore after addition of
several taxes.
Subsequently, the civic body
had invited tenders wherein
nine contractors had shown
interest. Of  them, one con-
struction firm won the bid by
quoting 20 per cent less than
the estimated cost. The BMC
has also appointed a consult-
ant for the project at the fees of
Rs 8.94 lakh.
Earlier, local representatives
had also brought to the BMC’s
notice the urgent need of  an

FOB outside the Reay Road
railway station. Commenting
on the project, Yashwant Jad-
hav, corporator and former
BMC standing committee

chairman, said, “There is a
need of  an FOB at Reay road
because heavy vehicles and
dumpers pass through, in-
creasing the chances of  acci-
dents.” He further said that
the BMC should also raise
awareness among the people
to use FOB. It has been no-
ticed that many people prefer
to cross roads instead of  tak-
ing the FOB to save time, he
pointed out, adding that the
public should understand
such FOBs are for their safety.

STAFF REPORTER

Mumbai

Even as the internet remains
undivided in its opinion over
actor Ranveer Singh’s recent
nude photoshoot, a Mumbai
resident has submitted an ap-
plication to the Chembur po-
lice seeking an FIR against
him for the same.
The actor had posed nude
for a photo shoot by a maga-
zine last week and social me-
dia was quick to react with
jokes and memes using the
same pictures.
On Monday, a lawyer from

Mumbai submitted an appli-
cation to the Chembur police
station, taking objection to
his pictures and seeking le-
gal action against him. In her

application, the lawyer stated
that he had outraged the sen-
timents of  women and in-
sulted their modesty through
his actions. She further
asked the police to file an
first information report
(FIR) against him under rele-
vant sections of  the Indian
Penal Code.
Confirming the develop-
ment, deputy commissioner
of  police (Zone VI) Krish-
nakant Upadhyay said, “The
application has been re-
ceived and no FIR has been
filed in connection with the
matter as yet.”

‘Ranveer outraged women’s
sentiments by posing nude’

Reay Road stn to get Rs 3.38-cr FOB
Locals have been demanding for infra as heavy vehicles zoom past outside station road

It has been noticed that many
people prefer to cross roads
instead of taking FOB to save
time. Hence, the BMC should
also raise awareness regarding
FOB use.

Yashwant Jadhav, corporator

Project cost Rs 3.38 cr
Deadline for building 
FOB 1 year

Bridge length 25.5 mt, width
6.3 mt

Project consultancy cost Rs
8.94 lakh

Winning bidder quoted 20%
less than project cost

BMC, Rlys join hands 
to offer project ROB

KALPESH MHAMUNKAR / Mumbai

To solve the traffic woes of  By-
culla, the BMC and railways
have planned to construct a
road overbridge (ROB) at the
whopping cost of  Rs 218 crore.
The upcoming infra will con-
nect the east and west sides of
the Byculla railway station,
said the civic official from the
bridges department.
The project cost will be
borne by the civic body while
the ROB will be built by the
railways. The construction
works are expected to be fin-
ished by October, 2023, the of-
ficial said, adding that the
bridge will be built using ca-
ble-based technology. The pro-
posal to construct the ROB
comes after the BMC conduct-
ed a structural audit of  such
infras across the city. The
civic body’s move came after
the Himalaya bridge collapsed
at the CSMT in 2019. Post au-
dit, it was decided to construct

one more bridge to connect
the east and west sides of  By-
culla. Currently, an old bridge
facilitates connectivity on the
two ends. Terming the project
as a relief  for people, Yash-
want Jadhav said, “The prob-
lem of  traffic congestion will
be solved with the ROB. How-
ever, the BMC administration
should keep in mind that
there are many who reside
around the proposed project
site. Hence, they should be re-
habilitated. No injustice
should be done with them.”

Project cost Rs 218 cr

Deadline for completing
construction Oct, 2023

Construction type 
Cable-based Technology

Bridge length 916 mt, 
height 9.7 mt
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Byculla zoo awaits lions as Israeli zebras denied visas

‘No hasty 
arrests in cases 
punishable with

7-yr jail’
GAUTAM S MENGLE / Mumbai

In light of  three recent
Supreme Court judgements
which held that immediate
arrest of  the accused is not
mandatory in all cases, the
Director General of  Police
(Maharashtra) has issued a
standing order instructing
all state police personnel to
exercise restraint and ob-
serve presumption of  inno-
cence before making an ar-
rest. The order clearly
states that failure to comply
will attract disciplinary ac-
tion as well as contempt of
court charges.
The standing order, signed
by DGP Rajnish Seth, Maha-
rashtra Police, was issued
on July 20 and is based main-
ly on the SC judgement
passed in the Arnesh Kumar
Vs State of  Bihar case,
which stated that arrests
should be an exception in
cases where the punishment
is of  seven years of  impris-
onment or less. While the
judgement was passed in
connection with cases of  ha-
rassment of  wives for dowry,
the SC had stated that the
same rule applies to all cases
punishable with seven years
or less of  imprisonment.

Minor among 3 held for multiple
two-wheeler thefts in Mira Road

SURESH GOLANI

suresh.golani@fpj.co.in

A minor was among three
people who have been ar-
rested for their alleged in-
volvement in half  a dozen
bike lifting and robbery cas-
es reported from Mira Road
and Bhayandar. Also, four
two-wheelers were recov-
ered from their possession.
The trio was apprehended
following the offence on Fri-
day night wherein the three
accused stole four bikes and
snatched cash from a 52-

year-old man in the Mira
Road area coming under the
jurisdiction of  the Naya Na-
gar police station.
Sensing the seriousness of

the case, the crime detec-
tion team led by assistant
police inspector Pranay
Kate activated their in-
former network and inten-

sified vigil in and around
the region. Two days later,
the team spotted a stolen
bike parked near a slum set-
tlement in Bhayandar West.
The team kept a watch and
nabbed the trio when they
came there to take away the
stolen bike.
The accused have con-
fessed to their involvement
in several vehicle thefts and
one mobile phone stealing
case under the limits of  
the Naya Nagar and
Navghar police station in
Bhayandar.

Accused were 
pinned down when
they came to take
away stolen bike

Full article on  
www.freepressjournal.in
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