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Tata Steel Ltd.

BIODIVERSITY
MANAGEMENT AT

WEST BOKARO MINES

BACKGROUND

Often, the most prospective areas for the mining and metals industry, will be
those with the greatest biodiversity value. Plus, it is a known fact that mining, by
its very nature, can have significant direct and indirect environmental and social

impact on the ecosystem.

In an independent multi-stakeholder analysis of how the mining industry can
maximize its role in the transition to sustainable patterns of development, the
'Mining, Minerals and Sustainable Development' (MMSD) project initiated by the
International Institute for Environment and Development, highlighted the need
for the mining industry to improve its performance in biodiversity assessment

and management.
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Towards this goal, Tata Steel collaborated with International Union for Conservation of Nature

(IUCN)in 2011-12 to develop a potential framework for a Biodiversity Policy for the entire
company and all its facilities. As part of this exercise, a comprehensive Biodiversity
Management Plan (BMP) was developed for the West Bokaro Colliery (WBC) located in Ramgarh
District, Jharkhand.

IMPLEMENTATION

The Biodiversity Management Plan (BMP) provides practical guidance for the progressive
restoration and enhancement of biodiversity within the mine, and in adjacent impacted areas
possible. Absent offsetting measures and mine attributable impacts will continue through and

beyond the years of planned mine operations. Potential for impacts of greater concern with

regard to biodiversity conservation and risks to companion ecosystem services were identified

based on:
A review of the nature The findings of the WBC Consideration of the mines
of mine operations Biodiversity assessment contribution to cumulative

effects
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Bird Eye view of
Sir Dorabji Tata Park
during development stage
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The suite of measures proposed in the plan included incorporation of some environmentally Other initiatives and
oriented industrial land use to avoid, minimize, rectify, and/or compensate impacts to activities undertaken at
WBC include:

biodiversity resulting from mining activity at WBC. The measures proposed are intended to

build on commitments already made in conjunction with the mines regulatory approvals and Development of
ongoing mitigation programs already under way at the WBC. Nursery for Native
Species
The recommended biodiversity restoration and enhancement measures are grouped to
address three key interlinked ecosystem components: Development of
Butterfly Park,
Biological Social, Economic Physical Hibiscus Park, Spice
Environment & Environment Garden, Fountain Park
and Miyawaki Plot
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In line with the above recommendation, the Sir Dorabji Tata Biodiversity Park was
developed over an area of 100 hectares. It was inaugurated by Mr. T V Narendran, CEQ &
MD of Tata Steel on 14th Feb 2020. This park has been named after the first chairman of
Tata Steel, and has been dedicated to the community. A similar park is also in the
development stage at the OB dump in Pundi.

A drinking water project based on Rainwater Harvesting with water treatment facility and a
network of pipelines has been constructed in West Bokaro, through which Tata Steel provides
drinking water to seven nearby villages. Harvested water is softened and processed before

distribution in the colony and to nearby villages.

To Promote Biodiversity and Sustainability through Art and Creativity, Tata Steel organized the
10th Annual Flower and Vegetable Show at the Sports Complex in West Bokaro. The exhibition,

with more than 50 stalls, showcased various artifacts created from waste.
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Program in disturbed
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