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DEEPA JAINANI
Lucknow, February 7

ATOTALOF 71 MoUs, 13 prod-
uct launches, 18 transter of
technology and six majoranno-
uncements formed the key tak-
eaways of the 11th edition of
DefExpo 2020heldin Lucknow,
taking thetotalnumberofagre-
ements signed at the expo to
more than 200.0f these, 23 Mo-
Usworth ¥50,000 crorewerein-
ked with the Uttar Pradesh (UP)
government alone through the
UPEIDA.These 23 MoUswill pr-
ovide employment to over 3 Ja-
kh people.

The pacts are aimed at forg-

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2020

ECONOMY

DefExpo 2020: UP govt inks 23 MoUs worth X50Kk crore

ing and renewing partnerships
forinnovative collaborationand
transformation of defence
manufacturing in the country.
Addressing thedelegatesan-
dentrepreneurs during the Mo-
U signing programme, termed
‘Bandhanceremony’tocreate an
eniotional bond, chief minister
Yogi Adityanath said as a state
partner for this programme, UP
has made the country and the
worldaware of new possibilities
thatlie unexplored in the state.
Assuring entrepreneurs that
theirinvestmentwilibesafeand

UPwill set new dimensions in
the field of defence production,
the chief minister said during
thelast twoyears, the state gov-
ernment has gone all out to
organise various programines
related to the Defence Corridor
with the Ministry of Defer.ce.
“Wehave notonly formulateda
defenceand aerospace policyin
UP,buthavealso prepareda pol-
icy of differentfocuscentersand
increased possibilities of invest-
ment,’Adityanath said.

Of the six nodes on the UP
Defence Corridor, the entire

land bank in Aligarh and Jhansi
has already been booked. “We
now have lands available in the
remaining four nodes - Agra,
Chitrakoot, Kanpur and Luc-
know — only”hesaid.

Defence minister Rajnath
Singhsaid theinvestmentof the
entrepreneurs who signed 23
MoUs with UPwill notonlyhelp
in taking forward India's def-
ence research and industry, but
also make a major contribution
tothedevelopment of thestate.

“The signing of so many
MoUsisastepinthedirectionto

achieve $5-billion defence
exports target in the next five
years,”Singh said and expressed
hope that UP would soon

become a defence manufactur-
ing hub."The defence PSUs and
the private Indian defence
industryisbetterplaced todayto

lead India as an emerging R&D
hub of the world leveraging the
sharp minds of Indian youth,”
Singh said. Speaking on the
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occasion, Sateesh Reddy, chair-
man of the Defence Research
and Development Organisation
(DRDO), said a technological
partmershipagreementhasalso
beensigned betweenthe DRDO
and the state government.
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Extract of Unaudited Consolidated Results for

the quarter and nine months ended December 31, 2019

Amount in. la/ths except data per share
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Clerk arrested in graft case

MUMBAI: The &nti Corruption Bureau trapped and
arrested a 56-year-old upper division clerk, Hanmantrag
Suryavanshi at the Urban Land Ceiling Department at
Bandra affice on Thursday for demanding a bribe from &
complainant to replace the state govemment's name

with a Borivii-based housing society’s name — New Matt
Comell Heights. According to the complainant, the
incident occurred in July last year, and after proper
verificatinns of the allegations, a trap was laid and the

arrests were made. —Staff Reporter
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MEGA PARKING LOTS OUTSIDE THANE
STATION TO DECONGEST EXTERIOR

STAFF REPORTER
Mumbai

To eliminate unauthorised
parking and decongest the
area around railway stations,
Central Railway is planning
a massive parking lot for ve-
hicles outside, starting with
Thane station. “This mega
parking lot will enable pas-
sengers to park their vehi-
cles, eliminate unauthorised
parking and decongest the
station premises,” said an of-
ficial.

Railway officials said the
parking facility will accom-
modate nearly 4,200 vehicles
and is expected to generate
Rs 1.47 1akh in revenue every
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west, covering an area of
3,352sq metres is expected to
accoimmodate approximately
2,500 vehicles. While in
Thane east, it will cover an
area of of 2,500 sq metres and
is expected to accommodate
approximately 1,700 vehicles
(including bicycles, two-
wheelers and four-wheel-
ers),” he said.

Shivaji Sutar, chief public
relations officer (CPRO), CR
said the contract for main-
taining and managing the
parking places has been
awarded on tender basis for a
period of three years. “Thane
west parking has been allot-
ted at Rs.1.56 crore per an-
num, resulting in cumulative
earning of Rs.4.69 crore over
three years. Similarly, the
Thane east parking has been
allotted at Rs 1.12 crore per
annum, resulting in a cumu-
lative earning of Rs3.36 crore
over three years. The rates
for this new parking are very
economical as compared to
the rates in other parts of the
city,” he said.

Rape case
filed against
Kalyan
businessman
NARENDRA GUPTA/ Kalyan

The Kolsewadi police have
registered a rape case against
Shiv Sena leader and busi-
nessman Sainath Tare. The ac-
cused is absconding after the
case was registered against
him

The 30-year-old victim, in
her complaint, stated that the
accused on September 2018
called her to his office at Metro
Mall in Kalyan for making her
partner in his business, but
she refused his offer, said po-
lice

After that, the accused had
tried to get in touch with her
through Facebook and Mas-
senger. He showed her some
obscene video recordings and
threatened her to post it on the
social media if she refuses his
advances. He also threatened
tokill her husband and daugh-
ter if she ignore him. He raped
her in his car; said the police.

However. when the reporter
contacted Tare, he said that
the complainant had sent re-
quests to his Facebook and
Massenger. She told him that if
he refuses to accept the re-
quest she will damage his im-
age in the socity Later, she de-
manded Rs 1 crore from him
and later settled with Rs 10
lakh..

This deal was registered ina
stamp paper. But, later she
started demandng more mon-
ey from him and booked a
rape case against him on
Thursday.

SB Salve, senior police in-
spector from Kolsewadi police
station, said, “The accused is
absconding. We are looking
for him ‘Further investigation
ison”.

MNS seeks ‘water bells’ in schools

SURESH GOLANI/ Bhayandar

Activists of the Maharash-
tra Navnirman Sena's (stu-
dent wing) led by Shaan
Pawar has demanded imme-
diate implementation of the
Water Bell project in all mu-
nicipal schools and private
educational establishment in
the twin-city.

In a notification issued on
January 21, the state govern-
ment authorities has direct-
ed all schools across the state
to ring bells at least thrice
during the school hours to
encourage students to drink
water.

However, the civic adminis-

tration is yet to implement
the guidelines mentioned in
the notification. Citing dehy-
dration as the root cause of
many diseases, the notifica-
tion advises consumption of
atleast 1.5 to 2 litres of water,

which varies according to
the age, height, and weight of
the child. Less water con-
sumption can cause urinary
tract infections and also kid-
ney stone and distressed be-
havior.

“Tt is an important initia-
tive which needs immediate
implementation. If the civic
administration does not com-
ply. we will launch an agita-
tion.” warned Pawar. "The
project will definitely be im-
plemented within a couple of
days in all schools,” said civic
chief-Balaji Khatgaonkar.

Apart from giving special
breaks to use washrooms, all
school administrations have
been instructed to fix the tim-
ing of ringing the water hell
in their daily schedule,
which could habituate stu-
dents into consuming water
on a regular basis during
schooling hours.

Cab driver’s act _
reflected country’s arll‘gsted in

situation,

says poet

The 23-year-old poet, Bappadittya Sarkar, also

said that despite the ordeal he faced due to the

Uber drivers act, he will not lodge a complaint
against him as it may ruin his career and life

AGENCIES/ Mumbai

A poet-activist, who was tak-
en to a Mumbai police station
by his cab driver after the lat-
ter overheard his phone con-
servation about anti-CAA
protest, on Friday said that
the driver’s aggressive behav-
iour and violent language re-
flected the atmosphere pre-
vailing in the country.

The 3-year-nld
poet, Bappadittya [ -
Sarkar, also said "

that despite the
ordeal he faced
due to the Uber
driver’s act, he
will not lodge a
complaint agalnst R |
him as it may ruin -
his career and life.

Sarkar, a resident of
Jaipur, who had arrived in
Mumbai on February 3 for a
poetry reading session at the
Kala Ghoda Festival, had tak-
en part in the ongoing anti-
CAA-NRC protest at Nagpada
in Mumbai. He took the Uber
cab from Juhu to Kurla
around 10.30 pm on Wednes-
day.

During the journey, Sarkar
was discussing with his
friend on mobile phone peo-
ple's discomfort with ‘Laal
Salaam’ slogan at Shaheen
Bagh protest in Delhi. The
driver, who was listening,
stopped the cab and told
Sarkar he wanted to with-

draw money from ATM. But
he returned with two police-
men, who allegedly asked
Sarkar why he was carrying
a ‘dafli’ (a percussion instru-
ment), and also asked him his
address.

The driver allegedly asked
the police to take Sarkar in
custody for “he was saying he
was a Communist and was

talking about burning
the country”.
Secretary of the
All India Pro-
gressive
Women’s Asso-
ciation Kavita
- Krishnan had

According to the

L /
\u_l.-_.__!‘/ statement tweeted by

her, the police advised

Sarkar not to carry the dafli
or wear ared scarf, “as the at-
mosphere is not good and
anything can happen”.

Talking to PTI on Friday,
Sarkar said, “The behaviour
of the driver was aggressive
and hislanguage was violent.
This type of violent language
symbolises whatever is going
on in the country™

“The driver threatened me
that he could have taken me
somewhere else, but took me
to a police station. I was
scared due to his threat. But
the driver must have some
foundation for giving threat,”
he said.

Eight quacks

alwa

NARENDRA GUPTA
Thane

The central crime detection unit
of Thane police on Thursday
conducted raids at eight places in
Kalwa in Thane and arrested
eight bogus doctors who were
operating with clinics in the area.
The arrested accused have been
identified as Alok Singh (39),
Ramijit Gautam (47), Gopal
Bishwas (47), Ramte] Mohan
Prasad (50), Subhashchand
Yadav (47), Jayprakash
Vishvakarma (40), Deepak
Biswash (47) and Satyanarayan
Bind (40). They were produced in
the court and remanded to police
custody till February 11, None of
the accused had the authentic
medical certification that is
essential for practicing medicine.
The crackdown was conducted
by the Maharashtra Council of
Indian Medicine and Thane crime
branch unit in Waghoba Nagar
and Bhaskar Nagar areas in
Kalwa.

Surprisingly, these doctors were
operating in the area for almost
two year. Honrao Omkar, police
inspector of central crime
detection unit of Thane police
said, “We arrested them red-
handed in their clinics while
giving medicines. We also found
duplicate degree certificates of
ayurveda and allopathy and
injections and antibiotic
medicines in their clinics.”

WR plans an eight-hour
block on February 8 night

STAFF REPORTER/ Mumbai

Western  Railway  has
planned a major block of
eight hours starting at
10.15pm to 06.15am during
the intermittent night of
February 8 and 9 on all lines
between Churchgate and
Mumbai Central (suburban)
stations,

The block will be taken on
the account of de-launching
of girders of Ferrere Road
Over Bridge (ROB). During
this period, there will be no
services available between
Churchgate and Mumbai
Central stations. During this
block period, total 136 subur-
ban trains will be terminat-
ed at/originated from Mum-
bai Central (Local) station.

Traffic Repercussions of
Block on Suburban trains:

BHAYANDER SEX RACKET

The last train on DOWN
SLOW line originating from
Churchgate will be BO91191
which will depart from
Churchgate at 21.51pm.

The last train on DOWN
FAST line originating from
Churchgate will be VR91201
which will depart from
Churchgate at 22.01pm.

Thelast train on UP SLOW
line terminating at Church-
gate will be BO91110 which
departs from Borivali at
21.03pm and will reach
Churchgate at 22.10pm.

The last train on UP FAST
line terminating at Church-
gate will be VR 91130 which
departs from Virar at
20.51pm and will reach
Churchgate at 22.14pm.

During the block period,
all train services will re-
main suspended bhetween
Mumbai Central (suburban}
and Churchgate stations.

All UP trains may get de-
layed by 5 to 10 minutes.

Due to block following sub-
urban trains will be can-
celled: Train No0.91124 de-
parting Goregaon at 21:32pm
for Churchgate, Train No.
91289 departing Churchgate
at 00:3lam for Andheri,
Train No. 90091 departing
Churchgate at 05:59am for
Goregaon and Train No.
90152 departing Goregaon at
07:05am for Churchgate.

Female pimp held, woman rescued

»
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NOTICE
Extract of Standalone Financial Results for the quarter/ nine months ended on 31st December 2019
T Crores
Particulars Quarter Quarter Quarter |Nine months|Nine months| Financial
endedon | endedon | endedon | ended on | ended on year
31.12.2019| 30.09.2019| 31.12.2018 31.12.2019 | 31.12.2018 | ended on
31.03.2019
Audited Audited Audited Audited Audited Audited

Total revenue from operations 15,262.04 14,871.18 | 17.173.87 46,224.54 51,481.37 | 70,610.92

Net Profit / (Loss) for the period (before 1ax and

excetional ftems) 2,065.51 1,891.37 3,513.63 6,400.78 12,465.24 | 16,341.48

Net Profit / (Loss) for the period befare tax

afler exceptional items) 241474 | 1,888.79 | 377330 | 6,706.68 | 12,362.03 | 16,227.25

Net Profil / (Loss) for the period after tax 1,803.83 3,837.81 2,456.09 7,180.63 8,042.10 | 10,533.19

Total comprehensive incoms for the period

[Comprising Profit / (Loss) for the period (after

t h hensi

(ox)and Other Comprehensive Income (fler | 4 76705 | 375084 | 235115 | 701632 | 795343 | 10.48297

Paid-up equity share capital [Face value

2 10 per share] 1,146.13 1,146.12 1,146.12 1,146.13 1,146.12 1.146.12

Reserves excluding revaluation reserves 69.308.59

Basic eamnings per share of ¥ 10 each (not

annualised) - in Rupees (after exceptional

items) 15.30 33.00 21.05 61.35 69.04 90.41

Diluted eamings per share ¥ 10 each (not

annualised) - in Rupees (after exceptional

items) 15.30 33.00 21,05 61.35 69.03 90.40

SURESH GOLANV Bhayandar rescued. A caseunder sections 3,4and
Acting on & tipoft about im- 5of the Prevention of Immoral Extract of Consolidated Financial Results for the quarter/ nine months ended on 31st December 2019
A team from the Anti-Human moral trafficking of poor Trafficking Act (PITA) has b ? Crores
Trafficking Unit(AHTU)of the  women, the police established been registered against the
oo - e . Particut J Financi
’I_hme.(ruml)_pohce inassocia-  contact with the fernale pimp pimp who as per sources used S egg::%rn e%g::%rn egg:‘rﬂ'irn NI::J:: T: § Nien:dzlg ?)tr:u F";/ir;?al
tion with their Navghalj coun- throug.h.a decoy customer: Af- social messaging platforms in- 31.12.2019(30.09.2019| 31.42.2018| 31.12.2019 | 31.12.2018 | ended on
terparts busted a prostitution  ter striking the deal, the decoy ; cluding WhatsApp application 31.03.2019
racket that was operatingfrom ~ scheduled a meeting at an tradedmlmmthe policedecoy  to communicate with other Unaudited| Unaudited | Unaudited | Unaudited | Unaudited | Audited
a flat in Bhayandar on Thurs-  apartment located in the A woman, who according to  pimps and her potential clients Total revenue from operations 35.520.41 | 34.579.18
L . 3 A ,.520. ,979. 38,853.88 | 1,06,046.70 | 1,15,245.13 |1,57,668.9¢
day Navghar Road area of Bhayan-  the police was forced intopros-  as it was corvenient for her to 5 6680
§ . v < . 231Y S s Net Profil / (Loss) for the period (before tax and
A fernale pimp was arrested  dar (east). The police teamlaid  titution activities, was alsores-  send the photographs of girls exceptional items) (216.10) 27.02| 3,190.92 1,613.93 | 11,785.68 | 16,026.69
gand a wonilanvwho Was pushed atrap and arrested the 32year-  cued from the clutches of the  she had to offer. Further inves Nel Proft ] (Loss) for the pariod before tax
into prostitution activities was  old pimpaftersheclosedthesex  racketeer tigations were underway. (after exceptional items) (544.74) ©.54)| 322333 1,267.73 | 11.653.22 | 15.905.72
Net Profit / (Loss) after tax from Continuing
° . 9 Operations 1,165.78) | 4,043.45 1,816.! ,572. d
Fln 0 hos ltal Indian Overseas Bank .p B, i = : ( ) 816.68 3,572.86 6,833.85 9,187.29
a]]. [ U t (A Got. of India Undertaking) Net Prqﬁl/ (Loss) after tax from Discontinued
[ . Regional Office Mumbai Operations (62.75) | (741.14) (63.61) (785.05) (30.78) (88.96)
m Bhayandar to lssue 5th Floor, Maker Tower'E' Cuffe Parade Mumbai 400005 Total comprehensive income for the period
Tel. No. 022-22174172/173, Website: www.iob.in [Comprising Profit / (Loss) for the period (afler tax)
d ° b ﬂ 0 t if ° t Premises Required and Other Comprehensive Income (after tax)] (2,778.04) 4.483.11| 1,925.28 2,093.30 6,911.75 | 9,106.12
lsa l y Gel t lca es Bank requires suitable premi'ses on the ground floor and on lease Paid-up equity share capital [Face value
— b35|§ at the following location Premises must have Occupation 2 10 per share] 1,144.95 | 1,144.94 1.144.94 1.144.95 1,144.94 1.144.94
SURESH GOLANI N cetiicate - Reserves (excluding revaluation reserves)
Bhayandar | —_Logation Carpet area _Floor.__| and Non controlling interest 67,869.60
1 BREACH CANDY 1300 to 1500 sq ft Ground floor = - — —
Thanks to its elevation from | 2. DADAR-WEST =lie—— Ea;r:lar:gs per equity share (for continuing
the status of a municipal es- Last date: 29.02.2020 upto 3.00 PM perations):
tablishment to a state gov- For further details visit our bank's website www.iob.in under Tender Basic garning's per share ¥ 10 each (not
ernment run_sub-district section = e annualised) - in Rupees (after exceptional items) (9.43) 35.71 20.01 32.02 67.46 88.32
entity, the Bharat Ratna Diluted eamings per share ¥ 10 each (not
Late Eﬁndlt BI}Inmsen Joshi annualised) - in Rupees (after exceptional items)|  (8.43) 35.71 20.01 32.02 67.45 88.31
Tembha ospital in
§3h d) i1l P dis- several months. ENDIAN INSTI_TUTE ok TECHNO."QGY EONERY Earmings per equity share (for continuing and
ayandar will now dis . q 5 Materials Management Division i i d X
et =g Apart from dispensing dis- _ L discontinued operations):
pense disability certificates bilit tificates, the h Powai, Mumbai 400 076
to people with disabilities in d't]a} Y (fﬁr a llf:a €S, the Osci Advt.No.: MMD-30/49-20 Basic eamings per share ¥ 10 each (not
the twin-city. DIl BITRa s0 ;‘t_ﬁses§ an E- TENDER NOTICE annualised) - in Rupees (after exceptional items)|  (9.91) 29.25 19.58 25.23 67.31 87.75
Realising that the existing Sg“éiigll‘ogﬁﬁé':;; l%:;téoraigo Dty soned Edtendening Diluted eamings per share € 18 each (not
process of procuring this SPeC ACIEh, UIE € process fiom bigders whs e ety somgond of 9E higysh annualised) - in Rupees (after exceptional items)|  (9.91) | 20.25 19.58 25.23 67.30 87.74
certificate was long and ar- ability certificate is not just -
duous as the physically @ document for a person i Itern Description Oty.| Due Date Note:
challenged people had to With disability (PWD) - but 3 yoars ANG for Extrame Network Switches The aboveis an extract of the detailed format of Standalone and Consolidated resutts for the quarter/nine months ended on 31st December,
travel all the way to the ciy- &0 important tool for avail- 1 (Rix No. 6100000326 01 (28.02.2020 2019 filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing and Other Disclosure Requirements) Regulations. 2015. The
il hospital in Thane for the N8 the benefits anq rights Closed Cycle 12T Superconducting Magnet full format of the Standalone and Consolidated results for the quarter/nine months ended on 31st December, 2018 are available on the
much needed document, that they are entitled to 2. | Rex No. 6100000334 01 |28.02.2020 websiles of the Stock Exchanges (www.nseindia.com/www.bseindia.com) and the Company's website (www.tatasteel.com),

Mira-Bhayandar Munici-
pal Corporation (MBMC)
Mayor Dimple Mehta and
local legislator- Narendra
Mehta had been following
up on the issue for the past

from the central as well as
state government under

various appropriate en-
abling legislation’s. People
can avail of the facility
every Wednesday.

DeLaIls at

e-mail .
Date: 8™ February, 2020

Inlendlng St.;pphms need o register i omselves ©N the portal
finy

voww.iith. ac.infen/tenders
inquiries; contact Joint Regimr:MMJ Ph 25768800,

to ge! USER D and PASSWORD
For other
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T V Narendran
Chief Executive Officer &
Managing Director

Mumbai: February 07, 2020
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Executive Director &
Chief Financial Officer
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CORONAVIRUS SCARE

Cargo ship from Singapore docks
at port, Sindhudurg authorities
distribute 200 masks to villagers

SADAFMODAK &
TABASSUM
BARNAGARWALA
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 7

AT REDI village on the
Sindhudurg coast, whete the
livelihood of a majority of its
population of 5,500 is depend-
ent on the Redi port, the artival
of a Singapore flag bulk carrier
led district authorities on Friday
distribute over 200 N95 masks
tolocal residents amid the coro-
navirus scare -

The cargo ship, Nathan
Brandon, arrived at the port on
February 5 -While it had trav-
elled to Singapore, Indonesia,
South Africa and UAE since last
August, sources said that ru-
mours about Chinese ciew
members being on hoard led the
local residents, many of whom
work asloaders and crane oper-
ators ar the port, refuse to take
partin the ship’s iron ore load-
ing operations.

The shipis anchored over an
hour away from the port, said
Customs Superintendent Ablvijit
Bhise. None of the crew mem-
bers, whose nationality is un-
clear;, have been allowed to come
ashore. While civil surgeon D
Chakurkar and Dr Pradeep
Awate,a Pune-based epidemiol-
ogist who is monitoring colon-
avirus in the state, said there
were no Chinese crew members
in the ship, Bhise claimed all 22
crew members were Chinese.

Bhise added that the ship
was to leave for China after the
loading was completed. “We are
waiting for a final clearance from
the authorities tomoitow -Then
the ship will be permitted to
startloading,” he said -

"Since most of those working
atthe portare residents of neigh-
bouring villages. information
spread that the crew members
were Chinese. The vessel had got
a medical clearance for all its
crew members when they left
from the Murmbai port two days
ago,” he added.

The Redi Port Limited and the
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The cargo ship, Nathan Brandon, arrived at the port on
February 5. Express

Maharashtra Maritime Board
also stepped in at the insistence
of the local residents. While usu-
ally doctors of the shipping
agents, who manage the crew,
check the themnbers at the time
of leaving the port, the authori-
ties this time informed the dis-
trict collectorate.

The port officials also de-
ployed a private doctor to screen
the crew. Dr Mohan Jagtap from
Redkar Hospital and Research
Centre visited the cargo ship on
Friday to screen crew members
for cough, cold or respiratoryill-
ness — the classic symptoms of
the 2019 novel coronavirus, He
reported no suspected cases.

sindhudurg district health
officer Dr Mahesh Khalipe said
the crew members neither have
dny symptom to suggest they
suffer from coronavirus, nor did
they report history of contact
with any infected person. “None
of them require isolation,”
Khalipe added.

Later, the civil surgeon and
collector held ameeting and de-
cided to send governiment doc-
tors from the rural hospital again
to check the crew members.
“The situation is under control.
We have sent a medical team to
create awareness about the
virus,” said Collector K

Manjulaxmi.
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All major ports are conduct-
ing thermal screening to detect
suspected coronavirus cases. As
per the latest directions by the
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare, no ship is allowed to
dock ataminor port without un-
dergoing screening at a major
port. Minor ports are yet to start
thermal screening.

Redi, which is a minor port,
does not have an attached health
facility. During previous viral
outbreaks, private doctors would
conduct medical examination
for crew members of ships to as-
sist the port authority. Redi vil-
lage sarpanch Ramsing Rane told
The Indian Express: “We did not
want to take any risks. Health is
of utmost importance. So, we
wanted to be doubly sure about
the crew. We want this kind of
scrutiny for all ships.”

Dr Archana Patil from the
Directorate of Health Services
said the Jawaharlal Nehru Port
Trust at Navi Mumbai is screen-
ing passengers and crew from
China, Thailand, Singapore and
Malaysia.

“Our health officials in Redi
are trying to provide scientificin-
formation tovillagers. If they un-
derstand how the disease is
transmitted, they will not feel
scared. Also, this is a cargo ship,
sotheriskis low."
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Govt urges
public not to
discriminate
against Chinese

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 7

STATE HEALTH minister Rajesh
Tope Friday issued a statement
urging people not to discriminate
against foreign nationals from
countries alfected by the novel
strain of coronavirus. His remarks
come days after several Chinese
nationals residing in the city
claimed that they have been fac-
ing discrimination due to a panic
caused by the infection that has
ctaimed 636 lives across the
world uncil Friday.

“In some companies, these
employees (Chinese nationals)
have been asked for medical fit-
ness certificates or laboratory
test reports as a precondition of
resuming their job,” the state-
ment issued by the health min-
istry said.

The health ministry also clar-
ified that each passenger flying to
India from Chinais monitored for
two weeks. “Whoever is joining
workafter 14 days home isolation
needs no medical certificate or
laboratory evidence," it said.

On February 6, The Indian
Express had reported instances
of discrimination faced by
Chinese nationals in the city. In
one of the cases, a 30-year-old
woman had alleged she was
asked by a housing society
member to show her travel his-
tory before being allowed to en-
ter her friend's flat in Khar,
Mumbai’s western suburbs.

Inanother case, a 27-year-old
man had to cancel his return
ticket from China to Mumbai af-
ter hislandlord told him thaten-
try to Santacruz West residential
society, where he lives as a ten-
ant, will be prohibited if he did
not come with a health certifi-
cate.

The ministry also urged peo-
ple tonot believe in rumours that
have indicated non-vegetarian
food as a cause of the infection.
Meanwhile, five new patients, in-
cluding a Chinese national, have
been putunderquarantineonsus- |
picion of coronavirus infection in
the state. |
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MAHARASHTRA

APPOINTING STATE FIRE SERVICES DIRECTOR

didate

Relax condition that can
should know Marathi: HC to govt

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 7

EXPRESSING CONCERNS over
fire safety in Maharashtra, the
Bombay High Court on Friday
asked the state government to
relax the mandatory qualifica-
tion of proficiency in Marathi
while appointing a full-time di-
rector of the Maharashtra Fire
Services, a post that has re-
mained vacant for nearly six
years.

A Division Bench of Justice S
C Dharmadhikari and Justice R1
Chagla was hearing a public in-
terest litigation (PIL) filed by ac-
tivist Sharmila Ghuge on the is-
sue of fire safety rules.

Advocate General (AG)
Ashutosh Kumbhakoni, while
informing the court that the
state government would discuss
the issue of filling the post with
the Maharashtra Public Service
Commission(MPSC), said thatas
per requirements, to hold the di~
rector’s post, the candidate
should have “adequate knowl-
edge” of Marathi.

At this, Justice
Dharmadhikari noted that the
government could relax the con-
dition and need not make profi-
ciency in Marathi a mandatory
qualification “at the threshold".
“The state government would be
advised to relax this condition
that the candidate should know
Marathi. At the threshold, mak-

ingitmandatoryis not required.
The candidate can learn the lan-

guage later,” Justice
Dharmadhikari told
Kumbhakoni,

While observing that the
chief fire officer of Mumbai has
been given the additional charge
of the director of the state fire
services since December 2014,
the court said that he could not
be given multiple duties while
he has the huge responsibility of
the mega city of Mumbai.

Referring to a major fire that
broke out on the fifth floor of a
10-storeyed residential building
in Malabar Hill on Wednesday
evening, the court said that it
would not beright to burden the
city chieffire officer. It suggested

‘?‘_T

f

that the state maylook lor candi-
dates from nodal/national level
institute imparring fire safery
training in Nagpur.

Moreover, the court said that
appointment of a full-time direc-
tor is necessary as per the
Maharashtra Fire Prevention and
Life Safety Measures Act, 2006
and merely conducting drills is
not sufficient.

“The duty of the director of
the Maharashtra Fire Services is
to ensure that fire-fighting
equipment and life-saving
measures are made available,” it
noted.

While asking senior govern-
ment officials to took into the
matter, the court posted the next
hearing after two weeks.

No anti-CAA resolution in Budget Session: Cong

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 7

THE STATE government will not
bring a resolution opposing the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act
(CAAY)in the Budget Session of
the Assembly, set to begin on
February 24, Energy Minister
Nitin Raut said on Friday.
Speaking to mediapersons,
the Congress leader said: "We
(Congress) wanted the govern-
menttoadopt aresolutionin the

state legislative Assembly and
Council against CAA... Inabsence
of consensus, we will not press
it beyond a point.”

“The government is not go-
ing tobring any resolutionin the
Budget Session opposing
CAA,"he added while maintain-
ing that Congress will continue
to oppose the “discriminatory”
Act.

In a recent interview to Shiv
Sena mouthpiece Saamana,
Chief  Minister  Uddhav
Thackeray had supported CAA

but opposed NRC.

While welcoming the deci-
sion, B|P leader Madhav
Bhandari said, "Congress leaders
have to explain their stand to
Rahul Gandhi.1s Congress giving
up its opposition (to CAA) be-
cause of Shiv Sena? Or are they
now convinced that the state has
limited role in enforcing CAA."

Raut, meanwhile, said that
the state government was con-
sidering a proposal to provide
electricity free to the residential
users whose monthly consump-

tion is upto 100 units.

His department will also
study a proposal to provide elec-
tricity to farmers during day-
time, he added.

“I have asked the department
to take a decision in three
months, The department will
also study a proposal to provide
electricity to farmers during day
time," the minister said.

At present, electricity for
agricultural purposes is provided
only during night.
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